ATIRIZADFZE 5818% % 1% 81—100 (2005)

R & & X

BRDZENR ENE — b 2 DA —

N E

¥

The Process of a Nation's Coming to Terms with the Past
and the Outside Pressure
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Abstract

In modern Japan, the concept of “gaiatsu” (outside or foreign pressure) is seen as negative, especially when applied
p P g gnp g p y pp

to events that took place from 1931 to 1945. A common tendency in the discussion of Japan's efforts to atone for its

“militaristic era” is to compare Germany and Japan and more highly regard Germany's efforts to overcome its past.

Germany's efforts are viewed more positively, in part, because they tend to be seen as being created and implemented

with little outside influence. However, outside pressure plays an important role in this process. In this paper, I will ’

describe Germany's initial effort at reconciliation with Israel to illustrate how profoundly “gaiatsu” influenced that

process. (Waseda Journal of Human Sciences, 18 (1) : 81—100, 2005)

Key words : Outside pressure, Responsibility in the war, Process of coming to terms with the past 68-generation,

Niirnberg tribunal, War compensation
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