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Abstract

In this paper, I analyze the narrative practices of "peace guides" with regard to the description of the Battle of
Okinawa. These guides primarily narrate the story of the war in natural caves known as the Gama , where thousands of
Okinawans and Japanese soldiers were killed during the war. Herein, the phrase "peace guides" is used to refer to
individuals who guide tourists, such as students on school trips from the other islands of Japan, who visit Okinawa. In
general, students visit war-related sites (known as Senseki), such as the Gama, where war episodes are narrated by
the peace guides. In particular, I focus on the narrative practices in the Gama. Most of the peace guides have no
personal war experience since they belong to the postwar generations; nevertheless, based on the available testimonies,
they talk about these events. In a way, their activities have pioneered the telling of war narratives by postwar
generations in Japan. From the perspective of the representation of memory, through fieldwork on peace guides and
the narrative practices of individuals who have not experienced war themselves, the findings of this study will prepare
us for the coming age when no individuals who experienced war will remain in Japan.(Waseda Journal of
Human Sciences, 18 (2) :55-73, 2006)
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