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Observations on mishaps, divination and the standard of behavior
—viewed through the cases in eastern Bali in Indonesia

Atsuro Murata*

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to show, by presenting and analyzing
transcribed texts of divination sessions among the Balinese, how divina-
tory speech transforms a client's problematic situation of its and estab-
lishes its own credibility. Their situation before divination and action
after divination are analyzed in this paper. That Is because it has been
in most studies just on scene of divination at that time. Therefore we
need a longterm view to study the standard of human action.

Among the Balinese people, divination plays an important role in di-
recting people's actions in problematical situations where the interfer-
ence of invisible agents, such as witchcraft, possessive spirits, or
ancestral shades, is suspected. There is a major divination in east Bali.
It is called "tukang tenung”(meaning "diviner"). This is a mediumistic
type of divination deriving answers from a varity of patron spirits who
possess the diviner. Divination is the only available means to obtain in-
formation concerning the hidden side of daily life where various invisi-
ble agents are active. This divination has authority, and the clients
believe its information. It follows from this that the clients' action may
depend on such words and information. But in practice, if they find the
divination unsuitable for their purposes, the clients could re-interpret
the words from tukang tenung. That shows they don't need the explana-
tions of the invisible world. But something is needed here, but depencis
on her meaning. they really need authority for their behavior.

We often hear that culture regulates our action. It is the truth of hu-
man nature, but indeed there is an another aspect that people take ad-
vantage of cultural resources.

*Graduate School of Human Sciences, Waseda University
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