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Narratives of trance-possession and communication processes
— As analyzed through case studies of Eastern Bali —

Atsuro Murata*

Abstract

This paper focuses on the communication process between individuals in
a trance and those around them in Eastern Bali. The purpose of this paper is
to investigate how the interpretation of narratives of trance-possession is
formed and shared through the interaction of those who are possessed and
the people around them. I used the concept of an "explanatory model" as pro-
posed by Kleinman. In medical anthropology, those who participate in the
medical treatment process, such as the patient, healer, family, etc., are to
have their own "explanatory model” concerning illnesses and cures. Accord-
ing to Kleinman, a healer gives the patient his/her explanatory model, and
the patient tries to accept it by applying it in a way that he/she can under-
stand. In this paper, the concept of the explanatory model is used to clarify
how people in Bali use narratives of trance-possession.
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