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Deconstruction of a Hero Myth, or Kulturkampf in 1755
—On the "Dialogue entre Cartouche and Mandrin"—

Fumiya Kuramochi*

Abstract

This paper studies the anti-hero myth of Louis Mandrin (1725—55) , noted
among contrabandists and a formidable antagonist of the "Fermiers gen-
eraux" in modern France, who was executed on the wheel in 1755 in Valence,
southern France. Created by the popular imagination, similarly to the case of
the famous robber Cartouche who come to the same end in Paris in 1721, this
popular myth was widely distributed by means of a range of publications,
chants and images during 1755—1756. It was challenged, however, with vari-
ous literary counterattacks of the establishment which aimed to create an-
other myth in order to devalue the popularity of the anti-hero and portray
him as a cruel robber. Thus began a battle between the popular culture and
the elite culture over the status of the anti-hero Mandrin.
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