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Antagonisms of Memory: Local Retellings of the Battle of Okinawa

Tsuyoshi Kitamura*
Abstract

In this paper, I analyze the politics of memory concerning the Battle of
Okinawa. Beginning in the 1970s, memories of this battle have been
politicized through Okinawan activism organized in a development known
as the "movement to remember the heritage of the Battle of Okinawa
[Okinawa-sen kiroku/keishiou undou] ." In the first wave of this movement,
Okinawan intellectuals critically reexamined conventional records and
narratives that typically described the war only from a military perspective.
To represent the battle from the viewpoint of the Okinawan populace, these
activists attempted to rewrite the accepted narrative of the battle. This
project became more popularly recognized and successful after the
publication of two volumes entitled The Record of the Battle of Okinawa in
The History of Okinawa Prefecture. Compiled by the activists, these texts
presented a revisionist viewpoint of the battle and, since their publication,
similar perspectives have become more accepted. Further, Okinawan
intellectuals challenged the way the battle was being presented in narratives
performed by bus tour guides around sites typically visited by tourists. In
contrast, these activists advocated less well-known sites from which they
could present the standpoint of the populace anew. To this end, in the mid-
1970s, the natural caves known as the "Gama" were defined as the archetypal
"back-street” location. Intellectuals and activists viewed these caves as
places where Okinawan popular memory dwelled in darkness during and
after the battle. Thus, the politics of memory of the Battle of Okinawa
revolved around the antagonism between two ways of "remembering:" the
perspectives offered by mainstream tour-guides and those presented as the
voices of the Okinawan populace.

Key words : Battle of Okinawa, memory, remembering, war tourism, tour
guide, war memorial, battle sites, Gama
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