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Living Arrangements and Contact in Studies on the Relationship between
Elderly Parents and their Adult Children : A Methodological Critique

Atsushi Nakagawa*

Abstract

Japanese studies on relationships between elderly parents and their adult
children often focus on parent-child living arrangements and the contact
between parent and child. In these studies, subjectlive interpretation of
causal linkage among concerned family members has not been considered
sufficient. This paper reviews the first studies, put out in the 1960s to 70s, that
indicate a logical connection between the elderly parent - adult child
relationship and their living arrangements or contacts. More specifically, |
criticize the studies of Takashi Koyama, a family sociologist, and Souichi
Nasu, a gerontology sociologist. In their studies there is little speculation on
subjective interpretation of the voices of concerned family members. This is
due to their epistemological background, which encourages them to reach
objective, practical explanations and approaches on the reform of the
Japanese family to resolve the conflict between nuclear families and the
problem of the elderly population. In conclusion, this paper points out that
consideration of the relationship between objective and subjective causal
linkage among concerned family members is the scenario envisioned by
studies on the elderly parent-adult child relationship.
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