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Abstract

“White Rose: Students who Resisted Hitler”, part of the “Crisis and Humanity” project (2004-2007) at the
Advanced Research Center for Human Sciences, is a panel exhibition about student movements against Nazism in
Germany during World War 11 (1933-1945).

The exhibition has traveled 16 locations throughout Japan. The present paper reports the results of a questionnaire
survey that asked visitors to give their opinions of the exhibition.

Visitors of all ages and both genders visited the “White Rose” exhibition. The survey revealed that most visitors
who were unaware of the activities of the “White Rose” had a negative image of the movement, associating it with
concepts such as “Jew-baiting”, “Nazism”, “suffering under tyranny” and “Germany in 1933-1945". While many
of these visitors did not change their opinion of the "White Rose" movement after the exhibition, some visitors,
especially students, gained a more positive image of the movement after taking part in the exhibition. These results
suggest that the exhibition was effective in achieving its original target of forcing students to look at their own ways of

life after taking part in the exhibition.
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