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Hayashi Kyujiro (1882-1964) and his commitments to the “Asian Affairs”: Thoughts and

Conducts of a Waseda University graduate diplomat Kenichi Goto

Hayashi Kyujiro is one of the few career diplomats in the prewar period who graduated a
private university, Waseda University and became ambassador. During his 30 years service in the
Gaimusho (1906~1936) , Hayashi spent almost 20 years in China, especially “Manchuria”. When
the Manchurian Incident broke out, he was consul-general in Mukden. Based upon his hard
experiences caused by the army’s intervention in the “China affairs”, Hayashi, a liberalist,
strongly criticized the army’s intervention in foreign affairs and insisted that diplomacy should be
handled by the Gaimusho.

After his retirement from the Gaimusho in 1936 (his last post was ambassador to Brazil), he
became deeply involved in the “Southern issue”, first as the president of the influencial Nanyo
Kyokai (South Seas Society), and later as the advisor to the Japanese military government in
the war time Java. One of the most important contributions made by Hayashi as a Southern
expert was the proposal to “grant independence to Java”, although not to the whole Indonesia,
which he submitted to the Japanese government in spring 1944. His proposal became the basis of
the so—called “Premier Koiso Declaration” in September 1944. This essay examines his thoughts

and conducts in the years between the two wars.
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Years  Portuguese Italians Spaniards Japanese Germans Russians Others Total

1884-93 170,621 510,533 103,116 22,778 40,589 36,031 883,668
1894-1903 157,642 537,784 93,770 6,698 2,886 63,430 862,110
1904-13 384,672 196,521 224,672 11,868 33,859 48,100 106,926 1,006,617
1914-23 201,252 86,320 94,779 20,398 29,339 8,196 63,697 503,981
1924-33 233,649 70,177 52,405 110,191 61,728 7,953 201,120 737,223
193443 75,634 11,432 5,184 46,158 17,862 275 40,693 197,238
1944-53 146,647 61,692 46,141 2,340 15,440 1,801 74,382 348,443
1954-63 181,095 53,362 75,036 51,889 9,382 91 88,430 459,285
Total 1,651,112 1,527,821 695,103 242,844 197,086 109,891 674,708 4,998,565
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