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The Reconstruction Process of the Pre-World War II New Zealand Institute of Pacific Relations:

With Focus on its Amalgamation with the New Zealand Institute of International Affairs
Michio Yamaoka

The New Zealand Institute of Pacific Relations (NZIPR) was founded in August 1926 at
Wellington, the nation’s capital, one year after the First Pacific Conference that was held in July
1925 in Hawaii under auspices of Hawaii YMCA. The main figure in the NZIPR was Walter
Nash, then National Secretary of Labor Party and later Prime Minister of New Zealand. Nash,
after he became Minister of Finance in the 1935 election, and at the same time Bruce R. Turner,
his private secretary, took honorary secretaryship at the NZIPR. They became very busy,
therefore Turner maintained little contact after 1937 with International Secretary at New York.
This led to overall decline in the NZIPR activities, which prompted Edward C. Carter,
Secretary-General of the IPR, to send a harsh letter to Nash which pointed out angrily that
Turner was not taking his responsibility as the NZIPR secretary.

This letter from Carter to Nash initiated a series of events that led, eventually, to the NZIPR
amalgamating with the New Zealand Institute of International Affairs (NZITA), which had been
established in July 1934 in Wellington. The latter was affiliated with the Royal Institute of
International Affairs(Chatham House), the Canadian Institute of International Affairs, and the
Australian Institute of International Affairs. This paper traced the above amalgamation process,

and describe the links between two pioneer New Zealand international organizations.
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Za—Y—J v VIEELDORKIE, IPR 192654 7 HIc 7 4 CHME L 255 1 A B oEasE (Bl
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FHC LAY, 19212 AlC=a—Y—5 v FEEore ZORMELLT, ¥4 +H-2257 4—
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0FICHE, 7 74 AT+ —FHRREDOH v ZRY —KEHIK] - E« X +F v # v (J.E. Strachan),
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X Tco HEFRIL, 1922FELES7E)3H=E (National Secretary) OREICH o728, 19354 D HFEHEL

(1) T2y e 7 RERNPHEBFELABEER] (MU, Towy e 7&E)) Box 31, Nash, Walter

(2) IMEOFEEE, A—2 307, #FL, FE, 79V, BER *FIv&Jifi4 > ¥, 740w, HE, KE Y
HE==2—Y—5 v FTd3,

(3) ARCBLE L 2%BHE, =2a—Y—9 v FERKRIE LA AL, BUANEHO Y AL - F v ay#BLTLEH v &
— e Z— v REE (ENRNEH2E) 074 H 22774 -2 B, HETHEE0THE, —a—vV—7 v FfiEiE
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B0 2EoBsR), Akttt 1998 1 A) 2B X, COFEFERR, FTFBED LT Mdafditsel (BREAET T
KR v X —, EE433% 15, 19974E12H) kKiBifidh b, Ak, a2 v P 71, 81 EKFEARCEML 211480 =
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Bk %,
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L v (James Allen) 7319354 5 BICHHIEH% L C LIk > TR & o gt s (Pacific
Council: IPR OESHFEE) Ooa—Y—F v FREOHMARE D F $FFEL FiChik > THE
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(7) Tz vy 7&ED Box 31, Nash, Walter

(8) H—7 5 v FAERBHEATICHE, RL R« <z vrE (Horace Belshaw Paper: April, 1971) #3% 5 75, R E
VEMIAHLTH B0 AP, HOWME L BB, KICHEbN T3, The Economic Record, December 1962, pp.498-506.
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BE= 2=V =5 v NBLDEBR2 A — 27 5V FCBELAVWDD, W=y H—D X5 AgES e
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DEFETIR, ZETH % L FEEC, 19204E0 b 1930F A AEEH S (Workers’ Educational
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(Economic Society of Australia and New Zealand) ot — 27 5 v FHHE, #—7 5 v FAZOME
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(9) Who's who in New Zealand and the Western Pacific (3rd ed.), G.H. Scholefield, 1932, p.132.
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Walter Nash (Chairman), Secretary of the New Zealand Labor Party, Wellington. [1882-1968]

Peter Henry Buck (Te Rangihiroa), Formerly Director of Maori Hygiene. New Member of Staff
of Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii. [1880-1951]

William Hollis Cocker, Barrister and Solicitor, Auckland. [1896-1962]

William Mawson, Presbyterian Missionary, Formerly of Canton, China. [1874-]

Hugh C. Tennent, Tennent & Wright, Honolulu, Hawaii. (1925)

The 3rd Pacific Conference [1929, October 28-November 9, Kyoto, Japan |

W.B. Matheson (Chairman), Government Representative at International Agricultural Conference
at Rome, [ William Brooklyn, 1861-]

Horace Belshaw (Secretary), Professor of Economics, Auckland University College. [1898-1962]
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Miss V. Hay, Auckland. [ A. Vera, Diocesan Girls’ School ]

L. Hogwood Teacher, Kowhai Junior High School, Auckland

G. Lawn, Lecturer in Economics, Canterbury College, Christchurch. [ George ]
Miss M. Seaton, Wellington. [ Mary |

Miss C. West-Watson, Canterbury College, Christchurch. [ Carol ]

The 4th Pacific Conference [ 1931, October 21-November 2, Shanghai-Hangchow (Hangzhou),
China ]

W.T.G. Airey, Lecturer in History, Auckland University College. [ Willis Thomas Goodwin, 1897
-1968]

H.F. von Haast, Barrister, Wellington. [ Heinrich Ferdinand, 1864-1953]

R.G. Hampton, Secretary, Christchurch Branch, New Zealand Council. [ Richard George ]

Miss A. Vera Hay, Secretary, Auckland Branch, New Zealand Council. (1929)

~ J.E. Strachan (Chairman), Headmaster, Rangiora High School. [ James Ernest, 1883-7]

H.C. Tennent, Accountant, Honolulu, [ Hugh ] (1925, 1927)

The 5th Pacific Conference [1933, August 14-26, Banff, Canada ]

Hon. Walter Nash (Chairman), Member of Parliament. Formerly General Secretary, New Zealand
Labour Party, Lower Hutt. [1882-19687] (1927)

George Whitefield Armitage, Jr., Farmer, Fairlic. [1868-]

Frank Milner, Principal, Waitaki Boys’ High School, Oamaru. [1875-1944

Miss Mary Seaton, Secretary, Wellington Group of the IPR, Wellington. (1929)

Hon. William Downie Stewart, Member of Parliament. Formerly Minister of Finance, Dunedin.
[1878-1949]]

Heinrich F. von Haast, Barrister-at-Law, Wellington. [ Ferdinand, 1864-19537 (1931)

The 6th Pacific Conderence [1936, August 15-29, Yosemite, USA ]

Horace Belshaw (Chairman), Professor of Economics, Auckland University College. [ 1898-1962]
(1929)

E.N. Merrington, Principal, Knox College, Dunedin. [ Ernest Northcraft, 1876-]

Rev. H.W. Newell, Minister of the Terrace Congregational Church, Wellington. [ Herbert
William, 1890-]

Miss Mary Seaton, Wellington. (1929, 1933)

Bruce R. Turner, Hon. Sectetary, New Zealand Branch of the IPR. Private Secretary to Minister

of Finance
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The 7th Pacific Conference [1939, November 18-December 2, Vrginia Beach, USA ]
J.B. Condliffe, Professor of Economics, University of California. Formerly Professor of
Commerce, London School of Economics. First Research Secretary of the IPR. Adviser to the

IPR Inquiry. [ John Bell, 1891-19817] (1925, 1927, 1929)

The 8th Pacific Conference [1942, December 4-14, Mont Tremblant, Canada ]

Walter Nash (Chairman), New Zealand Minister to the United States, and New Zealand Member
of the Pacific War Council, Washington. New Zealand Minister of Finance Since December
1935. Deputy Prime Minister Since 1940. Vice-President, New Zealand Institute International
Affairs. [1882-19687] (1927, 1933)

Bruce R. Turner, Secretary, New Zealand Legation, Washington. Former Secretary, New Zealand

Institute of International Affairs. (1936)

The 9th Pacific Conference [1945, January 6-17, Hot Springs, USA ]

Horace Belshaw (Chairman), Professor of Economics, Auckland University College, Auckland.
Research Secretary, New Zealand Institute of International Affairs. [1898-19627] (1929, 1936)

Bruce Turner, Secretary, New Zealand Legation, Washington, D.C. Former Secretary, New

Zealand Institute of International Affairs. (1936, 1942)

The 10th Pacific Conference [1947, September 5-20, Stratford, Britain ]

Cyril Belshaw (Chairman), Formerly Administrative Officer, British Solomon Islands. [ Cyril
Shirley, 1928-]

Allan E. Horsman, Lecturer in English, Auckland University College

R.D. Scobie, Educational Officer, Auckland War Memorial Museum

The 11th Pacific Conference [1950, October 3-15, Lucknow, India ]

Philip Matthews, Journalist. Assistant Editor, New Zealand National Review, 1949-50. [ Philip
Albert, 1921-]

W.M. Ryburn, Vice Principal, Christian High & Normal School, Kharar, District Ambala,
Punjab, India. [ William Morton, 1895-]

The 12th Pacific Conference [1954, September 27-October 8, Kyoto, Japan ]

The 13th Pacific Conference [1958, February 3-12, Lahore, Pakistan |
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