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Aspects of the East Asian Historical Problem during
the Post Cold War Period

Kimihiko Baba

Although the period following the end of the Cold War, from the ‘90s’ to today, brought about in
East Asia a transformation from authoritarian regimes to democratic regimes and from colonization
to de-colonization, the framework of the nation-state has grown stronger and the Cold War mode of
thinking persists. The growth of the middle class in East Asia contributes to the creation of a
borderless common popular culture, but the historical problem has been rekindled by private groups
with the backing of international public opinion. Additionally, the prolonged Japanese recession and
China’s strong growth have amplified the awareness of mutual threat in spite of the tight economical
linkages between the countries in the region. Despite the budding influence of such ideas as “Asian
Values,” rivalry between the countries remains strong, and so-called “Nippon Ideology” and Stalinism
hinder opportunities for mutual dialogue. The 9/11 Incident also reaffirmed these negative aspects
of globalization and the deep lack of understanding of Islam in the region. In order to create new

mutual values, dialogue between different cultural circles must occur.
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