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The Results of the Triangle Method Introduced to Project Researh:
Environment and Sustainable Development (2)
—For the WSSD and the ICPD+ 10—

Takeshi Hara

It has long been said that close interrelations exist between population and environmental issues.
However, due to conflicting national interests at the Summit meetings and other international
conferences, the international community has not succeeded in finding ways for concrete actions to

address this linkage.
In the meantime, NGOs have already taken action to tackle this interrelation, with the belief that

collaboration amongst them and with different expertise will lean to more successes. Some positive

examples have been observed through such collaborations.
In June 2002, right before the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), the

consortium of NGOs in the fields of development, environment, and population/health organized a
series of study sessions with the student group from Waseda University, Graduate School of
Asia-Pacific Studies, “Environment and Sustainable Development Project” lead by professor Takeshi
Hara to discuss the interdisciplinary topics of explorning a linkage between the two issues of

population and environment, as well as recommendations for actions to be taken.
The discussion and analysis are summarized in This fact sheet, and policy Recommendations are

compiled in and to be presented at the WSSD’s NGO side events, the two other symposiums in Japan

and other appropriate opportunities.
In June and July 2002, five study sessions were held with the participation of guest speakers and

commentators, including experts, jounalists and NGO staff members. Policy recommendations were
developed through this new meetings of innovative viewpoints provided by NGOs specialized in
diffent fields and graduate students. The graduate students have played leading role in setting the
theme for each session, in researching and drafting of the fact sheet, and in developing the policy
recommendations. The result of the study were presented policy makers, and the general public in
different countries.
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