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The 7th Conference of the World Federation of Education
Associations and Professor Oshima Masanori (1880-1947)

Ken'ichi Goto

In view of the fact that increasingly more attention is given to studies concerning international
cultural exchange in the pre-WW 2, almost no references are made to the 7th Conference of the World
Federation of Education Associations which was inaugurated with its headquarters in Washington
DC in 1923 and had held biennial international conference with the aim of contributing to interna-
tional peace through mutual understanding and goodwill among the people involved in educational
activities.

The World Federation chose Tokyo as the site of its 7th conference and Tokyo accepted although
relations with China were becoming more strained. The Tokyo conference, the first such event in
Asia, was a great success attended by nearly 1000 participants from 43 countries of the world and
topped the mass media coverage every day. It was the first such event ever held in Japan and the
massive reports and minutes of the conference left intact today exhibit how far-sighted and progres-
sive some of the proposals presented at the conference were, and they suggest the bulk of prepara-
tions and progressive orientations of the sponsors, especially Professor Oshima Masanori who acted
as the secretary general of the Tokyo conference. It is my hope that accumulation of such efforts may
bring forth the truth about “internationalism” in Japan just at the time she plunged into the war with
China.
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