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Wartime Experience in East Timor of Former Taiwanese Army Special
Volunteer —Testimonies of Mr. Chen Qian-wu—

Ken’ichi Goto ed..

Immediately after the possession of Taiwan at the end of the 19th century Japan expected the
island to serve a role as the base for her southward advance. Especially around the time of eruption
of war between Japan and China in July 1937, Taiwan Colonial Government came to push forward
three major policies of “Japanization, industrialization and use of Taiwan as a base for Japan's

expansion toward south.”
Following the outbreak of the “Greater East Asia War” a great number of Taiwanese young men

who had been indoctrinated with the Japanization education were drafted and sent out to Southeast
Asia, then called “southern co-prosperity sphere,” as low-class soldiers, as civilian “industrial warri-
ors” or “agricultural warriors”. Included in those young men was a 21-year-old Chen Qian-wu who
was sent to Portuguese Timor (now Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste) as a member of the Army

Special Volunteer System in the autumn of 1943.
The present information material is a full record of the three and-a-half-hour-long hearing by the

“Forum for Research Materials on the Japanese Occupation of East Timor” concerning Chen’s

wartime experience in East Timor.
Mr. Chen Qian-wu, now the highest figure in the world of poetry in Taiwan visited Japan in the

Spring of 2004 and the interview was held at Waseda University’s Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies on
the 19th of May. The editor’s commentary that precedes Mr. Chen’s statements points out a serious
lag in Japan’s studies and collection of materials concerning East Timor during the Japanese
occupation, which on the other hand strikingly throws light on the importance of Mr. Chen’s
testimonies.
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