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A Study of Effectiveness in Agro-Environmental Policies

Takeshi Hara

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries settled “The Basic Law on Food, Agriculture
and Rural Areas (New Agricultural Basic Law)” on July 16, 1999. The agricultural administration
that had been based on the Basic Agricultural Law set in 1961 is going under drastic reform focusing

n (1) domestic agricultural production as the basis for a stable food supply, and (2) enabling
agriculture and rural areas to fulfill their multi-functional roles.

The New Agricultural Basic Law sets “Policies for Sustainable Agricultural Development” and
“Policies for Development of Rural Areas” in section 3 and 4 of chapter 2. It states that sustainable
development of rural area and agriculture shall be attempted by promoting the multiple function of,
and by maintaining natural cyclic function of agriculture. It is worthy to note, in article 4 of chapter
1 it is clearly expressed “the term 'natural cyclical function of agriculture’ means the function of
agriculture in stimulating the biological and physical cycle in nature while being influenced strongly
by the cycle”. This is a new development pattern, which did not exist in the perspective under the old
law.

This article analyzes the future trend, emphasizing the need for implementation of sustainable
agricultural systems.
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