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Soviet Strategies in China: What the Shi-hua Bao Newspaper
Reveals about the Nature of Cooperation between the
CCP and the USSR during the Civil War Period

Zheng Cheng

In August 1945, based on the Treaty of Yalta, the Soviet Union (USSR) entered the war against
Japan, dispatching troops to Manchuria, China. For the four successive years of the Chinese civil war
(the Chinese Communists vs. the Nationalists), the USSR adopted devious strategies in China. On the
one hand, the USSR was uncooperative in its dealings with the Nationalist government longing to
regain Manchuria; on the other hand, it helped found the Communist regime by clandestinely offering
substantial arms assistance. The strategies not only altered the power game between the two Chinese
parties in Manchuria, but also fostered Communist progress toward military success. Moreover, these
tactics also furthered the ultimate alliance between the USSR and the Chinese Communists.

However, reviewing the behavioral pattern of the USSR in China, we found that it did not
immediately take a predetermined attitude toward China. Instead, the Soviet leadership, hostile
towards the United States, acted primarily to further its national interests in the East Asian power
game. Therefore, its China policy was rarely consistent, and many scholars have looked into/
investigated the real intentions behind its/Soviet strategies. Concerning the research on the
Sino-Soviet relations during this period, most critiques aim at analyses of the Soviet strategic goals
and the effects of historical context, which are strongly associated with the rationale mentioned
above.

In the late 90’s, the mainstream methodology regarding the cold war gradually changed to a
macro viewpoint in academic research on Sino-Soviet relations during the Chinese civil war. Re-
search of that period mainly focused on an analysis of the confrontation among the powers inside
China. That is, it attempted to investigate the question, “Were the confrontations raised by the power
struggles between the two parties in China, or those among other powers in East Asia?’ In other
words, “Was the Chinese Communists’ triumph a result of the conflict between the Nationalists and
the Communists, or was it attributable to the support from the USSR, whose original purpose was
only to oppose the US?”

Without a doubt, significant and meaningful results can be discovered by analyzing the question
above through investigation of the Soviet Manchurian occupation policy (in Manchuria) in addition
to the cooperation between the Soviets and the Chinese Communists. Unlike earlier studies that were

conceived to emphasize diplomatic relations and military action, this paper attempts to employ a new
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approach that focuses on a Chinese-language newspaper, Truth Times (shi-hua bao), released by the
Soviet military. More concretely, this paper probes into not only the mechanism of cooperation
between Chinese Communists and the USSR, but also the Soviet occupation policy in Dalian. It does
this from the perspective of the daily operations of the paper, such as the personnel system, editorials,
content and guidelines of the newspaper.
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