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Roles and Prospects of International Student Mobility for the
Formation of an “East Asian Community”

Kazuo Kuroda

It is said that behind the concept of the “East Asian Community” lies a situation where the weight
of this region in the world economy is expanding and where, due to the growing interdependence
within the region, an independent economic system is forming that does not rely on the Western
economy. In this paper, after confirming that the “East Asianization of East Asia” is taking place in
the sphere of international students mobility, we look at various points concerning how such
mobility can contribute to the formation of an “East Asian Community” using various ideal models
of international students mobility and international academic exchange.

When the formation of an “East Asian Community” becomes a full-pledged policy issue through
the East Asia summits, international student mobility and academic exchanges will be discussed
alongside political and economic issues such as trade and security. It will become necessary to plan
an international cooperative scheme, perhaps an East Asian version of the ERASMUS program, in
order to foster leaders in East Asia who can promote the construction of a future “East Asia
Community.” In doing so, Asian countries must share a vision concerning higher education and
international academic exchange that can foster a consciousness toward confidence building in East
Asia and a concept of people’s Asia, and strengthen the competitiveness of Asian human resources in
the world. International academic exchanges in East Asia are being carried out based on diverse
models and ideals. By comprehensively discussing and internalizing diverse views, rather than
relying on a single model or ideal, it will be possible to build international student mobility and
academic exchanges in East Asia that can be expected to contribute greatly to the formation of an

East Asian Community, and thus, to the peace and prosperity of the region.
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