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HIV /AIDS and Health Education
—Translating the Global Policies into Local Action—

Yasushi Katsuma

HIV/AIDS is affecting both the supply of education and the demand for education, weakening
the education system in the world, particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa. At the same time, education
can play a key role in HIV prevention. In this context, the “Global Initiative on HIV/AIDS and
Education” was launched by the cosponsoring UN organizations of UNAIDS in 2004. In promoting
this Initiative, the international community should take advantage of the existing global policies,
such as the “FRESH” approach launched in 2000, in which life skills-based health education is one of
the four pillars, and the “Facts for Life” first published in 1989. However, in order to implement these
global policies at the local level, the partnerships need to be built between the education sector and
the health sector, as well as between teachers and health workers in the countries, so that life
skills-based health education can be provided for all children, preferably using the “Child-to-Child”
method.
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