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Dynamism of Localization Process of Japanese Food in
Contemporary China: Preliminary Analysis of Interviews with
Japanese Restaurant Owners in Beijing

Atsushi Hamamoto and Shigeto Sonoda

Globalization of dietary culture in Asia has been approached mostly in the context of “cultural
imperialism,” and many scholars discussed “McDonaldization” in Asian societies. Few empirical
studies, however, have been conducted on the localization process of Asian dietary cultures in
different Asian societies except few cases.

This paper examines dynamism and characteristics of thirty years’ localization process of
Japanese dietary culture in contemporary China, mostly in Beijing, not only by using printed
documents but also by making use of interview data of eight Japanese restaurant owners. OQur
research findings tell us that Japanese restaurant owners, whether they be Chinese or Japanese, have
been very sensitive to “authenticity” of the food they serve regardless of the progress of de facto

localization of taste, ways of service, appearance of their Japanese food.
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