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Economic Development, Conservation of Energy Resources
and Environmental Protection in Asia

Lim Hua Sing*

Asian countries, with perhaps the exception of Japan, have generally enjoyed smooth and continuous
development in recent years. Economic development in China and India has been particularly impressive.
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), despite some political and social instability in some’
countries, has also recorded high economic growth rates.

Rapid economic development in Asia signifies that Asian countries are consuming more and more energy
resources, while at the same time creating problems of environmental destruction. Economic development
contradicts the conservation of energy resources and environmental protection, and it is difficult to make them
compatible.

China and Indonesia used to be resource rich countries in Asia. However, these two countries have recently
faced serious energy consumption problems. China became an importer of petroleum in 1993 and a crude oil
importing country in 1996. Indonesia also became a petroleum importing country in the later part of 2004.
India is poor in energy resources and has to rely heavily on overseas supply. Due to economic development,
other Asian countries have alsov in one way or another, faced serious shortages of energy supply.

Economic development in Asia has created environmental problems. Asian countries tend to neglect
environmental protection to give priority to economic development. In some countries, the pursuit of economic
profit has led to the destruction of the ecosystem and the environment. .

It is therefore important to develop alternatives to fossil fuels as energy sources, and to also think about
promoting economic advancement while reducing the use of fuels that contaminate the environment. This
can be achieved by switching from thermal power generation to natural energy sources such as solar power,

geothermal power or wind power, for example.
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