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The Japan-U.S. Relations in 1960’s over the Reversion of
Okinawa and the Premier's Envoy Kei Wakaizumi
~With a Focus on His Contacts with

Presidential Advisor W.W. Rostow~

Ken'ichi Goto

More than 10 years have passed since the demise at 66 of Kei Wakaizumi(1930-1996), a
prominent scholar of international politics who left behind him a voluminous memoirs entitled
Tasaku Nakarishiwo Shinzemuto Hossu (edited by John Swenson-Wright as Best Course Available,
University of Hawaii's Press, 2002).”Perhaps it was the assignment given me by the destiny but I
became deeply involved in the process of the Japan—U.S. diplomatic negotiations over the return of
Okinawa to Japan,” he remarks, and goes on to relate candidly and in great detail what his role was
in the Okinawa reversion talks as his “testimony to history”. This book remains today as a monumen-
tal work in the field of postwar Japan-U.S. relations.

The present paper is concerned primarily with the initial stage of how Wakaizumi became a
confidential envoy of Premier Sato Eisaku who professed “Japan’s postwar period will never end
unless Okinawa returns to Japan”. There are a considerable number of books, documents and
publications over the Okinawa reversion in both Japan and U.S. offering a variety of views on the
work, role or evéluation of Kei Wakaizumi. In this paper the writer’s major attention is focused on
Walt W. Rostow, a Presidential adviser who played the role of key person in Wakaizumi’s contact
with the U.S. government concerning the Okinawa reversion policy referring in particular to their
first meeting in May 1961 and through Rostow’s resignation in 1969. In his The Diffusion of Power: An
Essay in Recent History, Rostow recalls that the anti-government struggles in Japan thwarted the U.
S administration’s efforts to conclude a nmew defense treaty with Japan (US-Japan Security Treaty)
and bro'ught about the abrupt cancellation of President Eisenhower’s visit to Japan. Rostow who was
at the very core of the Kennedy administration was much pleased to meet Wakaizumi, a young
Japanese intellectual well versed in international affairs, understands the U.S. position and yet
remains a moderate nationalist who could help in building a tie of deeper understanding between two
countries. For Wakaizumi who had studied in both the UK and the U.S. and not content with staying
in the ivory tower, it was an excellent opportunity to put into practice all his knowledge and
capabilities to find out the intent of the U.S. government and feed back the findings to the foreign
policy of Japan.
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Dear Dr. Rostow:

It is my pleasure to introduce to you your friend Prof. Kei Wakaizumi as my confidential

personal representative. In connection with my forthcoming visit to Washington, D.C. next

week, I would greatly appreciate if you could have frank exchange of view with him on the

question of our mutual interest.

**** - g o= - Sincerely, -~
Eisaku Sato (%)
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