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The Role of the United Nations in Promoting Girls’ Education
towards the Millennium Development Goals

Yasushi Katsuma

As the international community accelerates its efforts to promote girls’ education, based on its
commitment to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to be achieved by 2015, the global
partnership for development becomes the key to harmonize the activities carried out by various
actors, such as international organizations, bilateral donor agencies, NGOs and other stakeholders.
This paper reviews the role of the United Nations in strengthening partnerships with prominent
global actors promoting girls’ education in developing countries. More specifically, the United
Nations Girls' Education Initiative (UNGEI), a global policy framework launched in 2000, will be
examined, with special reference to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) serving as its
Secretariat. After the relationship between the MDGs and UNICEF’s mid-term strategic plan is
analyzed, this paper concludes that UNGEI is a strategically important framework for UNICEF not
only to promote girls’ education but also to contribute to other MDGs, such as the goals related to
child health.
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