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Qualitative Research Analysis on Career Development of Adolescent
Females: Case Studies of Three Schools in Perak State, Malaysia

Akiko Kamogawa

In the fields of Comparative and International Education, researchers on Malaysian education
~ tend to_focus much more on ethn1c1ty than on gender thereby cla531fy1ng Women as members of their
particular ethnic group, rather than studying them in terms of gender issues. In other words, the
researchers have shown great interest in ethnicity as an analytical category. However, gender
equality in education is a valid subject for analysis because the percentage of female students in
Malaysia has increased steadily at every level. Moreover, ethnicity plays a factor within the category
of female education between Non-Malay and Malay women. Because ethnic issues are relevant to
gender roles and social stratification, it is important to give due attention to perspectives of ethnic,
gender and social stratification in examining career development.

Our research addresses three objectives by qualitative analysis through interviews and typology:
first, to reveal whether there is the gap between career development of upper secondary female
students and the reality of adolescent females; second, to determine various factors that influence the
gap between career development and the reality; third, to reveal how different female students adopt
or reject (identify) their initial choices as they progress through the educational level and by the
comparison between inter-ethnic groups and intra-ethnic groups, to suggest a five-typed identific-
ation classification of career development. We recognize that near-universal education at the primary
and secondary levels has made post-secondary education increasingly important for social mobility
in Malaysia Therefore, this study focuses on post-secondary education as an aid in career develop-
ment.

The first stage of research used a self-completion survey questionnaire to provide basic informa-

tional data and consisted of three parts: career choice; career guidance; and gender roles. The study

participants were 297 form five students attending three different upper secondary schools in Negri =

Perak (Perak State), Malaysia: T aayah Secondary Religious School, a single sex, mono- -ethnic and
fully-residential school in an urban area; Pei Yuen National Secondary School, a co-educational,
mono-ethnic school in a small town; and Malim Nawar National Secondary School, a co-educational,
multi-ethnic school in a rural area. The second stage of the study consisted of formal interviews with
44 students and four families, in order to reveal background factors and attitudes toward higher
education and career options. At the last stage of the study, seven participants were selected as
samples of five typical types among Malay and Chinese adolescent females.

In conclusion, analyzing career development and identification of adolescent females in a Malay
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sian context certainly suggests participants at the ages of 17 or 18 years differ from women of 18 to
20 years because the latter are closer to making these significant life decisions than are the former.
Second, our research showed that gender, ethnic and social stratification influences their career
development. The study reveals the significance of not only the influences of gender roles on career
development but also the extent to which different factors influence women's choices among
intra-ethnic groups. Finally, the five classifications of female career development showed women’s

reactions to a variety of higher education and career opportunities.
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