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The Child Rights and Their International Protection
in Combat against Commercial Sexual Exploitation

Yasushi Katsuma

Commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) includes child prostitution, trafficking and
pornography. In the age of globalization, the problems of CSEC are spreading across national
boundaries. Sex tourism and trafficking in persons for the purpose of CSEC are increasing, as
transnational movement of people becomes more common. In addition, child pornography is now
traded instantly around the world, taking advantage of the development of information and commu-
nication technology, including the internet. There are three factors contributing to CSEC: Pull, push
and intermediary factors. First, the pull factor is pedophiles’ demand for CSEC, which poses a direct
threat to the security of children. To make sure that children are free from the fear imposed by
pedophiles, it is necessary to promote international human rights norms and their effective imple-
mentation. Second, the push factor is children’s vulnerability, as a result of poverty and social
exclusion. In order to free children from want, global efforts for poverty mitigation and human
development in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) should be accelerated so that
children will be empowered. Third, the intermediary factor is the existence of transnational networks
brokering the demand for and the supply to CSEC. International cooperation by authorities will be
necessary to crack down on such transnational criminal networks. However, the states alone cannot
take effective measures to eliminate the problems of CSEC. The Third World Congress against
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents was held in Rio de Janeiro in November
2008, adopting the “Rio Declaration and Action Plan to Prevent and Stop the Sexual Exploitation of
Children and Adolescents.” The Action Plan recognizes the evolving forms of child trafficking and
pornography in a globalizing world. At global, regional and country levels, the governments need to
strengthen their partnerships with international organizations, non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and private corporations, particularly the tourism and the information technology industries,
in order to combat against CSEC.
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