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Japanese Aid Policy toward Indochina (Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos)
in the Early 215t Century: An Analysis of ODA White Papers

Masaya Shiraishi

In the previous article “Japanese Aid Policy toward Indochina (Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos)
during the 1990s: An Analysis of ODA White Papers” printed in Journal of Asia-Pacific Studies, no. 11,
the author analyses the Japanese ODA policy toward the three Indochinese countries during the
1990s.

In this article, the author discusses the Japanese ODA policy toward Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos
in the early 21% century, carefully reading the descriptions in the ODA White Papers published by the
Japanese ministry of foreign affairs. The author especially pays attention to the main concerns and
logic of the Japanese government concerning the providing of aid to the three nations.

The first section of the article discuses for the period following the region’s economic crisis (1997-
98); and the second section for the period after the Japanese government’s adoption of the new ODA
Charter in 2003.

In the concluding section, the author summarizes the new development in the Japanese ODA
policy toward the Indochinese countries, referring to seven new factors emerging at the turn of the
century. Those new factors are (1) domestic factors such as the prolonged economic stagnation in
Japan and the increased demand for administrative and fiscal reforms of the government; (2) the
impacts of the region’'s economic crisis in 1997-98; (3) the realization of “ASEAN 10” and the
ASEAN-divide issues between the ASEAN forerunners and newcomers; (4) the rapid development in
East Asian regionalism such as the institutionalization of ASEAN+3 cooperation and the start of
East Asia Summit; (5) the new development in the Mekong sub-regional cooperation; (6) the global
society’s adoption of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 2000; and (7) the Japanese
government’s adoption of the new ODA Charter in 2003 and of the Country Assistance Programs for
the respective countries.
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