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Post War Japan’s Diplomacy and “Open Regionalism":
Its Origine of 1955

Sachiko Hirakawa

In this article, “open regionalism” is considered a set of diplomatic norms or a historical cultural
system of global governance. Many previous studies have treated “open regionalism” as an economic
principle from the 1980s, and Asia-Pacific regionalism that is closely related to Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC). This study reaches further back to the actual origins of the concept, focusing on
the Ministerial Meeting of the Colombo Plan in October 1955, when Japan advocated “open regionalism”
in the international community for the first time.

Japan, which closely associated economic revitalization with the development of Southeastern Asia,
adopted “open regionalism” for reasons related to both regionalism and openness. There were several
reasons to promote regionalism: (1) it would eliminate the inefficiencies of the payment system; (2) it fa-
cilitated cooperation with the United States, which promoted an anti-communist regional policy; and (3)
it recognized the trend toward “Asian solidarity” which led to the Bandung Conference. With regard to
openness, it would (1) secure realistic financial resources of development from “outside the Asian area,”
such as international agencies or the United States; (2) enhance Japan's image as a nation “outside of the
Asian area” among foreign countries that had strongly nationalistic or anti-Japanese sentiments; and (3)
provide an opportunity for participation by private actors with economic connections from before the
War.

In conclusion, as of 1955, the main elements of “open regionalism” had already appeared to some
extent. These elements corresponded to three major principles of Japanese postwar diplomacy— “a focus
on the United Nations,” “cooperation with the free nations,” and “maintenance of status as an Asian
country.” “Open regionalism” was necessary as a concept to overcome the contradictions contained in
these three major principles.
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