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Mitsui Bussan’s Female Employees in the Early Post WWII Period
Hideyoshi Yagashiro

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the issues related to the treatment of Mitsui Bussan’s female
employees in the early post WWII period. Mitsui Bussan first began employing female workers as alter-
natives to male workers in the 1920s recession with the intention of reducing labor costs. By the late
1930s, the outbreak of war meant that the available male labor force had shrank, leading to an even great-
er need to supplement the labor force with the addition of female workers. The status of women employ-
ees improved. This change is considered to be due to the labor policy of the government in wartime and
the post-war improvement of women rights. The advancement of women employees is widely considered
to have occurred continuously from the 1930s through to the 1950s.

However, opposing this view, I point out the following in this paper: First, the number of female
employees increased during the war, but declined significantly after the war. As male labor became
readily available by the end of the war, Mitsui Bussan reduced its female labor rate participation.
From the perspective of the company, the value of the female labor force was less after the war had ended.
Second, the treatment of female employees after the end of the war was not the same as male employees.
Female employees were positioned in the company as well as men in the labor union which was formed in
January, 1947. However, this was not based on the improvement of women’s rights. Trade union laws
did not allow the exclusion of women, so their qualification for membership of the union was an
unavoidable measure.
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DT 1946 1F 1 Hicid, KRR [ 2GRS 2RI 2108 - 72 (2 A 12 HE'A]D,

R4 =“HAMS L UORBEOER - HEERSEKI (1946 429 H)
(B0 T, T %)

. Kitd & 5K
¥4 HIAZAR HapREL
EININ Rtk
= HArE 100,000 2,000 51,411 (51.4) 1,028 (51.4)
=R 300,000 8,000 202,025  (67.3) 4980  (62.2)
=HAER 15,000 600 2,406 (16.0) 96 (16.0)
= HEa 500 40 375 (75.0) 30 (75.0)
i ZHE 10,450 209 9,452 (90.4) 189 (90.4)
& =i 45,000 1,200 37,250 (82.8) 994 (82.8)
AR 100,000 2,000 99,628  (99.6) 1,993 (99.6)
= 101,250 2,430 40,063 (39.6) 972 (40.0)
ZHARTE 5,000 100 5,000  (100.0) 100 (100.0)
ZHe iR 70,000 1,400 50,975  (72.8) 1,020 (72.8)
S 16,000 400 7,933 (49.6) 198 (49.6)
=HAER 15,000 300 12,500  (83.3) 300  (100.0)
NIRIE 5,750 460 2,777 (483) 222 (48.3)
BAHTRESE 5,525 130 2,168 (39.2) 51 (39.2)
HERE 35,000 700 30,895 (88.3) 618 (88.3)
‘% SR 17,000 340 16,485 (97.0) 330 (97.0)
% HPEL—a Y 35,375 706 11,940  (33.8) 252 (35.7)
HEE T 48,250 1,300 — — — —
AR L 20,000 400 20,000  (100.0) 400  (100.0)
SRR 45,000 900 107 0.2) 21 2.4
AR 10,000 200 3,000  (30.0) 60  (30.0)
ZHAM 30,000 600 30,000  (100.0) 600  (100.0)
() —i3tn, rMi:b X U‘z‘zﬁ%J ORHAHIC S 2 RN O, Githich® 2%5E (%) 217,
(P FFpRE IS B 2R Es R THARI © 2 oftfk) (Ribk b BB E 2, 1951 4) 96 L& O 1k,
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FREEOM S HANE, ZHARMOfE e ORI ZEREORIK L EKT 3 (L4,
1945 4F 11 Hicid, TR oA & ) St o fBER O 25, BEERO—FBM] v v HiEds
TS5 2T by T=H R T MRS B 258 Lic Y, 20H
fE, TEARCEONERIC BT 2 88 offiggit & 1 B o it B ok L 2 R EHEo» - b
THIRLE I ET2L0] Thotz, BB L 2MEZORL YL, —HHEZE RO R % 182
DFL LT,

COHERBIHT 2MHOFRIE, GEESPRAELELL, 20%ALE L UEEROR ML
KRS €2 Z8iihoTce ZDREKNE, =B FERRICHBE ORI & > TH L 2 FROBK M
JEOZALITHIE L CREER O BRI DR R ER O LIS 2RI B O TEI 240 T2 2 icdh -
Foo B2 WCHMHGHE3IHICET 2ETFHEOHMNZ, TANEORFM] iIck->T MNtoEHz 24
i —BHF O Y N — 2 ¥ LIcHNIF—2#iFT 2 2 vich o 7

¥ IAT, SHEEY THEEONBEIBRAERLHL 2L TH, KERRITHRELNZ YRS
e o ng 1Y CfEHT 2 Lo, ICRE - IIERONEILERBE LI LT, BER
DEMEMEDZNSHT L LT 2 B3RO v, ZOMWICH LTI, THRABE L LT
BHOBE 2RI L1523 ik (1) - 2 AU i GRESH 7 B a5 Rk 210
EEHAOMKIE RO TI¥ eEBE LTV, 22T, #ELH- T (D) BEESCETT 204
THRSNIHHEOH O HICET 2w 2 R L £ 9,

£51 BT 2] KBV ORSNIRWOERBRE LB T, b 0REE, K&l
2D D Bo 100, FHIFHATEICHEIL Y 2 A~ ORI TH5 3 H3 & O 2 61 & - Tl
SNTVR/RTH 2, TORICOVTHEHIE, FERETH 2 @FBREA EUEID ([T TRD &S
IR T W3,

BAZHYEO LIRS T 72 < Bk ok 3 nalfik S hiciomeRE v Ao g T
HhZeEOET, HoRERRCEME THLYEL TOHEMT 2 2 3o nEZTh ) £ LTZIE
WO AL DAL THHEDOEDENCHD THIOAE 2 ¥ Tld v B 4, 27U LT
BERNC O 2 T L CE FREBMTH 2250 23 ¢ () - A B HEHAE K
D CHARRHHER IR L TR e PR ERL R0 Y,

TR & 51, BAESOEXIIMMARAIC & > TPl S 3 BREMKOZICH LT, BHFEORM
LN 2 MR L 20, BEOREMEREICKMS 27100 ARMEET 2 Cich -1,
RE - HEEONEC L 2 TAFHORF(] &, BREICHEO TR EICHTTT 2 72 O FE
Tholz, CidWVZ, ENBBRILES e TAFORIAL] 720 T, BodiakEofrgh 2
52 cdNETH2, 2 TREY S0, BESZHEHAE: (1945 4 12 H 22 HflE)
WHED RIS L, FIARSSBHER 132 & ¢ THREICHT 2 HE LoEE N 2 51N s 5 2
EThoiz,

Wi 1003, ZEEROFHICET 2METH 5, HRICEMT 25 2 HO@EFFZRER S HT %k
DG LIEROH VR EET 2 aH b, EREL NOREE LML 2O THRERICUET 2
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fres fireS fii#
B1E | @amERE | RERESBEENE o | Hige o ERESHE R HIERFS 20, BEZYsHb0R3KAD
IE DTHHERIBEPHELBAAZEZ B3R RZCOTER»A I »
CRATCEE~NET (16 H).
EDN O EOHE | 2HERELIN OB LHOWERE Y L (RO TS 72w (1) KIS
=afk AR & L UREREROMRE L MG T 258, S0BR3¢ bk

BUNOFEZED TRE T 2FUIEIEY 28 A, HLALEVHERHY O
THED 2T mA B2 RHED TRET 2 e ik Tt e
b ABRDIE Y 3607550 B TIHAICBBETH O 5 DHERETH S 5 55
R THEHBEETHLIPHZ ZOIERRERL U2 —2DN T TIE v
o Sttt HEHO b DI UREFBICEL TE20THD 2T
LRAYRIBEM TR LICHERE ¥ w37 H CEBo ik Shntiskis 2
R I W HOBE A BIEA RIS R o 2§ (17-18 B,

F3E | RS FHEFHATEICHEI T | FoAk =HRE R T 2 448D & OIE A5 H oWl < ik H 25Kk cdh o
2 A~ DOBAT WS FERSARE EORBUCHRYr & Lo b S2 Ak PO NE T3
BUERMRR S O 72 2 F65E 2 (R FF 3 2 21013 0E2E B o [ 2 5k U 2AB
2 b DIEJNCHRT LTS 2 755 7 2 Hefif & J~iE < 2 ¥ w3 ngi e v B o
2 T2 NI H IS 2 BB 2 2 HE (i 3 2 & ¥ Ao i ze v
BEg g () MR EMAERE T2 HORA YRR OHE 2
BO—ficY2THEY  TAIEEFREORZHOEATLH 2 B3C
CRMn~TiE S 23 (20-21 E).

F2E | WEFEERES | FH - OREHINIISHRGREOFHe 2LALCTH Y 29, B> THERT
RED D O X RO 2T, HERGEE ORI B O T LS = HYIE O ik
BYRJIZCIEHOTREY 2 T2 %20 CHERRB LR EMAS =
YIERIEERZ T A Lcb Dt 3, P b HOMEZHONE
rreilo:d Q1HE),.

(1) FERg, &L 2,
(A =gt Rs TR — mfGRA SRR A HED ) (1946 ) FEEFTK & D 1FR.

X ORBEEERERL Tk O Th B, FHCEHER O, HELEMT 25 A TAAIROFEY
ol MEEE DULETH - 7o, HHPLTHR ORI, LWHENEEE ORI HEMIICKE (o
CYERBERY LTV, JITHERELLVOE, SHPHEEE R IR A OEZE T34 <
HLETHLHEDZBC L TOUBZIREL TWE I Thd, JOMEIFEEZOT, Hirkd TFEL
SR 7o,

3.3 HRESICHTIREEROGE

Wi TR L BB DR, MRS CICRESNI/NEERIBCTILICHL R Sha 2
7o Tz, BEtofiiig, RGRER3HE® 2 A 21 HIClE SN, Z2hcESwTHUHm I ER
bivice LAR, ARH»HEHL 2 208K (HESICBT 200, TSR BT 214D cENE
o UNERAROME ¥ ikin b MR L 70w,

TR ENCBET 2 1) NEE S (BEE T FAEEMER) OfREE, X6 IURLILE I ICZIBKICEHS,
05 h, BA - HEEONEILEETE TS TANFHORFEN] (=0@) TANFERFH M o14) TA
HORFENZ Z v D 1F, [2HRENEEZOROBELHEEL GGRELIAL Th Y, TIRE
2 RIDOSHEICHEAZ LTS LThEH2ZTE R 2 0—RKEH] ¥ L TIEST LT
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(1) SHARE TR OB S 2 1F
1) BHAFTOREL WIS S LT 2 AOMEHERR S 2 INFHED 2 ¢
0) R e TN T 2 ¢ IR SRR L 2 X B e
() NIV E SRR E O 1
(3) PR IR O FH DR FEL D1
(@) TERr P R M TR E T T AP o
(5) MR ES | LI s Sr b—mRITRE v
(6) HEHhs B E S A W ERARRE O
(7) MR R A RRE Ok
(8)  AHIHT D1
1) NFOREMEKZ ¥
n) FESIRE, YEREHIEERE Lotk
) NEEF o
9 GolEE Lot

(A =it B2 T ek X o — i FGR R 2 dndiad s 3 HHD1(1946 £F) 21-50 K,
R

wieX, oL, TEEOBTTHIICHTTT 2 FRE S50 0MYEMZ L0 2HENICKEOT
e e elBug ey, HoAErHEZ T80~ MR LEEO V] 2 v KIASRRE OB
WL CFEEREREER, THORMEMAEL TURD 28k, 323 VHLETFE Tz dTEAL
BAANRREZ TS EY 280 CEET I T3 % 3 s IRR L RESINC Y 2
MR, BESICe > TR EELEEETH 2 CHRIA TV 00, 2 O TIZERN 2 A
BRTSN TR 512,

—75, NREXCET 20 NEER (BEE I BIER) T, 28EKY T2thoi&h], S
JERfnc i b SHERRE LU T LI E, R HEFE, ERICE 2 2T (HLUEREZRR) 2t¢a%
WE Loo, MHifHEECHERL 72, R E 52 BT 2 CersiERshtesz >,
Iy LT NEERE, MEIRE, MERCGER (TFIREZF3%Ea) 8L OEBEORGEE
WEEHE - BOEEFMEY T(HMERE v) 2RISR 2B - () 7o @ i S L GE R
vLCxiiLicks e, Wik 2O ABEEDOH 6 BN S 5 by 234801 ¢
L7co BEFMEDILKE, REBEDEHIZLLAA, BE - HEEOLNEC LT 2, 2002, R
WCAERESE RN 2B MDA 543, BB 1B L O 2 BT 2 R O & i K B2
7z %4,

L2 L, BIEOEEICEIE 2 FEEERICEI 25 HBBTEORSICH 2 Lo, BAS
YO L 72 BT, ZMEERIC b RGRE OB BHEEM L 5T 5 Z vtz o /o, TS,
HEBRMNIZE T 2 BB OFEIHIENCFI L2 e BT 205, ZORBEPELCERICOV
TR, ISR HEHSEOMEIEETH L2 L R T 05, JOMBELTEIE, XD %5
HTHHL T2,
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FEFHATCR A A Y T2 CHIPGRICR D 2 LR CIBCE D TR 2 T875Icx ¥
N=ZBCTHLV, (L2L]) 200N LY 52 LB dH O i iicide b Al
BELRHTCICLTH S,

WEZORAOHMNE, MRFAIC L > TEL 2 TH A I FREMROZILICHLL 5o, BHFEONRE
BRI > T LOHAE 2RI T 2 Cxich oo, 2070113, EEAEB L ORESOHE
NEBHENCED TEL T EBRAIRTH 3 CalifkS e, FIHmEICHE L It~ 0BITIE, 2
DFETH-7, L L, FREDNEEAREZHANCHIRRT 2 & 5 2flfla0fEi, BAES I EH
B L TOMEEYRO LN TeDIC3EE L Rv il shic, BESE, BrEoE»s
IPEERZIERB Y L TGBLIO T34, BUFHREOMEF w5 HINEZ T 2 7o ORNEfR ©
L T 2 AR CHAAATZDTH 2

4. BBHHIC

1920 fEfRIC 3 2 FHIEER O —Bi v L THIB S B = RIEHIC B T 2 BHFELMMEES ORI,
o BRI AE 5 M558 0 S HBICEER § 2 H 7RG O UL 2 EE v v 5 IR0 TR 2 Bl ¢
U OARRRIE L 720 240), LCMEREEE OBRENIERIN 2 MBIERSIC Y ¥ & 5 T0iehs, ohsTHEE )
he LTHEWEREHo—#eRET 2187, 29 LEHRR, SO R e TORBEZELT
—E DHIEE L~V & RO B LS 177 00 RN 72 S ¢ 2Pk o HERI 2 Bk v AR ER S T < kR
WWHE TR OZICER L T TS R T2 2%, ©LA 1950 EH7 D » b3
OIEMERDARE] > Lic, B0 EENTIUE, Dok ks, TbbL, RHAY
B & B 1930 K02 5 50 RIS 204 TECMEG ) o a7 @) 11k ¢ 2 duc kS iz o 23,
ARGYENC R L CERE LI WO IETH 2,

UK L CARRRS = HYIPE R il e LicBELECRIAEE, RO 225TH 5, 1213, HRIFHIC
S L ERCEE BB RIRIER I PRI L TR L. 2 e Th 5, RO LR @71, B
WHBHHORB Y LTabd THEERSNA, AP UHETIHERELICECTLLMEREEED
Bt C e S nfc, L L, BRI S BRI & » THEEHE H 58RIz 2 ¢, EREEER
oS3 EMFABONSGR Y Sh, ZOREERIEL (D L, = HYEOM D & Brc otk
JIOMME, FEITS S 2 BIEFE 7 o Uk  BUE ST wic, T o ST
W, EREEE B SR E b e MG e v S iR & 1930-50 AR o L e R o BI% e L
THZ 3 2 i3y cids v, RO & W5 offifis, MEZEZICIE-7cAKIBL
FlkdThs ™,

Wi 10, SHERE S ARSI BCTIVERMICHBIL e B o FEE, ZIEoER S
P ARICRR D 2B SO BRI Lo Tidz <, B¥HMoFRy FIRe 321780k e
LCRIRINICAEC e 2 e Th 2, ARIRE S AHEZOHMNE, MRS & > TPIlS 02 R
ROZCICH L TEHEOHNF 25T 2 Cvicdh -7, 2 LT, ErEREZ 0 EHE1E, $7%
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bHEESA~OUHIE, FHOMI 2O LS 2R A L THA ORI 2 CIZHEEED
TN B e BEN S OO FRTH -T2, 2002, FEHEHICHEILL 72 Mk~ 0BT
DEERIC Y 5o T3HLD TEHELMEY 2o 7205, 2086, WHEEE L HMCHBRT 3 2 vig,
T AECEM T 2 e B2 o N, 20 &S REH» b MR L BIEREA RO REH
ErftG3hicoTh ), RLUTHMEERD MR T 2 NMHEEFHOMm FIcEI b oTid
BroleDTh b, R, AfsHvie FEEEY 123, ZEDOAEICHT 2 FRIF—F b\,
DLRwcH: &9, R & MRIEIH 2 4% CIEBUHICE 2 2 COMIc B0 2 REETEI 20 L
PERRR MR, Wit 2GR C & 5 ¥ 3250, BELID & HNRBEIOZ(LDEEE TH 2 250 212
ZREEMEPN BRI RFL S N Z B H 5 ¥ AR R LTco 2 LT, ZDMELZE L TAR
T, HRIEHA D O ¥RIZIERIC 2200 T O = HYIPEIC 81 2 I HEREE B % 3K 2 LS o Rtk 2 81 & 21
L7

L, ZITHAFALTEBILCDE, 028 h s ikEE 2 E U R A o REE
D TWik) 7B Bl O LT3 b TRV e Thd, 12 ZIE=EHWE, 1947
47 B2 GHQ DIEDICHEHD W THMA I N E 23, & DIRISHR S [H=HY R 223 e S
L 72 HESEE 3,003 AD 5 B 1,425 AH31959 4 2 AWCHEF L2 = HPIre o & Ll Gt
BERC) P, 1947 42 1 AREIC B 2 I OREEBRUS 5,459 N (AR Thorer s (1),
FRARIRFICENTG L T T IEER D 26.1% 258 = HWIFEICIBIG L 7o 2 v ic/e 2, BHMEMCEECRE L 72
NHEIRORIE 2> & A, [H=HP00E ¢ Hi=HYE 0 & 2 FO#ERilE L BEINT 2 2 ¢ b dH bR
FIARTId 7 O, HRHT MRS BRI 2 U e —o DY 2 7 A% LEKREY L TORRAMHE 2 ke L
TEDEIIHER 2 Dhe BETORMIL, IR L TEZIEIN T2,

5

VAROBMEICH T - T, KEAE GETEIRS), MEED (EIR), S (7 = ) 20255 0K RICHFTD

B 62 OB RTHR L 72, & SICid L TUSE L 720,

2 RS — TR = pE o) (R RERAL, 2005 4F) 136-142 H, #HE® DERAAREZIC BT 2 FH5Rh
TR EJE O ¢ FEE—— 2 DU O FHE 12 2 T OFGERI T (TR R AL SREIZEATRIEL) 51 % 2 5, 2013 453 A)
41 F,
1943 4F 4 A O IEBRBEFEEHUE 4,030 N TH > 125, #5907 AFB & AT 70 Ae 2 LgE, RABEUE 3,053 A
Thote (CHER ARG T=Hd3Edm KB 35, 2001 4F, =X, 554 F), Zhid, £1IWCRLE
1942 RIS B 2 LMEHEER 3,348 A& REI %, ZHEEEEDHFEORS SHUD T »H R &I,
DUF, #HE FaE A MRRat—2815 - e o =) G ERFAARE, 2010 4) 157 He
R, AXHOBIFE, ZHPFERBEE TE—E R EREREHE) CiIESNTw30TH 375, [WERNIBIE
D IARESTO R, HHE MEEOA Y Wt o5 Hicil- 72,
DU, 8, #kksEs DEREARIC BT 3 SR LB OGR ¢ 58 | 42-43 B, VTE, a2 g 5 2 865558 - #t
BT, REORESIER P IREMNC AT 2 NETROBBEA I D - 72 ERESZH L T2, KEARE THREGH
ZZER R OWEINERIC 3 2 BUACE R 0% E] ) (FTRIERAAFEFRIEIIZE) 98 55, 2013 4F 10 H), ®ifFahs: [R3Esd )
C NMHRE—— = HIPE R A O R 00T (RIS, 2013 4F), (LHbFH{E - MRS DYRAGHASEAL O 2251 2455
v aFHBE ) (TEERFHES 202 %55, 20104 11 A), FERNE TIA~KIKA O MM 30 2 ek e TREEREE
MERED 204 % 5%, 20114 11 H),.
HiHE, BT DERAARIC B 2 FHRLEIREE O ¢ 58z 48 H,
[l fffo
(TR E—ERA—ER, THLGENBEOmEE 3, KRoPEESOh T2 TRBINTELZAR—T Y TH B,
RLUTHH, 20EE2RBNICE LT T TILRBEOS T, MbHIHE»ZomeiliirboTwa s,
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NHEETDH %,
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