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Beginning of Japanese Commerce in Modern Thailand:
Cases of Naojiro Nonogaki and Tamon Nagasaka

Eiji Murashima

There exists no reliable research works on the early years of Japanese commercial activities in Bang-
kok in the 19th century. This study reveals the following new facts. That is, Naojiro Nonogaki and Tamon
Nagasaka, both of whom came from the family with samurai antecedents in Nagoya came to Bangkok for
the first time between 1888 and 1890 and sold manufactured Japanese products, such as matches, papers,
toys, ceramics, and cloisonne etc. They were the first Japanese merchants in Bangkok in the Meiji era.
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