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Abstract

The Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) formed a government after winning the lower house
election in September 2009 with a policy manifesto calling for the creation of free trade
agreements (FTAs) with the U.S. and the EU. However, during the 2009 elections, the DPJ
manifesto was heavily criticized by Japanese agricultural organizations, and the DPJ modified
a part of the manifesto related to FTAs. After the change of government, agricultural or-
ganizations influenced DPJ parliamentarians and some opposition to the liberalization of
trade in agricultural products emerged within the DPJ. Agricultural organizations opposition
to FTAs has been noted in prior research, but no existing studies examine the influence of
agricultural organizations on parliamentarians by analyzing diet deliberations about FTAs.
In this paper, I use minutes of Diet proceedings to analyze deliberations related to FTAs
after the assumption of power by the DPJ. I hypothesize that “DPJ parliamentarians’ state-
ments related to FTAs changed after the DPJ became the ruling party, because Japanese ag-
riculture organizations influenced DPJ parliamentarians.” I collected all parliamentarians’
statements including words related to FTAs in the four Diet conferences during the period
before and after the change in power. Then, I counted the number of statements including
FTA-related words and the number of word occurrences in the statements, and analyzed the
words that appear together. Additionally, I conducted interviews with the parliamentarians
deliberating FTA issues in the Diet. The results of these analyses support my hypothesis.

The analysis also shows that, before assuming power, the DPJ parliamentarians often re-
ferred specifically to Korea, China and the United States. After the change of government,

” s

the DPJ parliamentarians used words such as “economy,” “international,

” o«

world” and “region”

more than before. The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) also used these words often when
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they were the ruling party. Before the DPJ] took over the government, the DP] parliamen-
tarians discussed FTAs in the context of specific countries, but after assuming power, the
DPJ parliamentarians became more internationally oriented. Thus, when a party takes
power, it tends to put more emphasis on an international perspective.

This research shows the tendency of DPJ parliamentarians to be affected by agricultural
organizations after assuming power. On the other hand, LDP parliamentarians approached
FTAs from an international perspective before the change of government, but after losing
power, they framed FTAs as a domestic agricultural issue. As far as the DPJ is concerned,
however, my results indicate that deliberations became more internationally-oriented follow-

ing the party’s assumption of power.

Keywords: FTA, diet deliberation, Democratic Party of Japan, Liberal Democratic Party of

Japan, data-mining.
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