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An examination of essays on women by Ishibashi Tanzan (1884~1973)
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Abstract

Ishibashi Tanzan started his career as a journalist working at Toyokeizaishinposha (7E#%
), which was known to its radical opinion. He wrote essays on diverse topics, but he
gradually concerned about politics and economy of the country. His essays on women were
scarcely written after he became the editor of the magazine (THEERRFHIR]). After the
world war II, he became a politician pursuing his philosophy ever unchanging

Looking into the essays on women written by Ishibashi Tanzan, we could learn Tanzan’s
thoughts and philosophy deeply rooted in his personality, which is worth revaluating. This
paper explores Tanzan’s essays dealing with women’s situation in the society, which was put
behind in the late Meiji and Taisho era. Tanzan, as one of the prominent democrats at the
time, intended to change Japan’'s feudal thoughts and habits. He believed that they would be
difficult to be shed off but they were critical factors to develop Japanese society. Tanzan op-
posed to women's educational policy (B3EE+HEI:38, good mother good wife) by the authori-
ties, criticizing that it would not emancipate women from feudalistic idea on women. On the
other hand, the awareness by women themselves occurred when Seito ([&#5]) was issued by
Hiratuka Raicyou CFEFEE) in the democratic movements so called Taisho Democracy. As
one of the democrats, Tanzan demonstrated his ideas through essays and nature individual-
ism among man and woman to materialize free society and create its citizen.

In the first half of this paper, it’s examined the influence of Tanzan’s personal background
and his teachers on his philosophy. In the second half it’s discussed on his essays about
women, examining how Tanzan expressed his thoughts on democracy. Thus, his 33 essays on
women will be analyzed in this paper, so that we can approach to his revolutionary thoughts

to women’s role in Taisho Democracy.

Keywords: Taisyo Democracy (KIEFE7 5 ¥ —), ryosaikenbo (BFEREL), Seito [HHED,
individualism (f#AF2%)
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