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Born: At Zutphen - The Netherlands
the 9th of August, 1910.
Education: Elementary school- Surabaja and Batavia (Former Netherlands

East Indies) (Indonesia)
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1923-1929 Grammar-school at Niyjmegen, The Netherlands

Scholastic Education:

Career:

1929-1933

1934

1935

1935-1941

1942

1943-1946

1946-1947

1947-1948

1948-1951

1952-1953

1954-1956

1956-1959

1959
1960-1962

1963-1965

1965-1967

State University at Leyden, The Neth.

Law and Polity (B. L.)

Chinese and Japanese Language and Literature (B. A.)
State University at Utrecht, The Neth.

Chinese and Japanese Language and Literature.

Doctoral Ex. (cum laude)

State University of Utrecht, The Neth.

Doctorate Literature and Philosophy (D. Litt.) (cum laude).

Secretary of Embassy at the Royal Netherlands Legation at
Tokyo.

War-duty in East Africa, Egypt and Allied Headquarters at New
Delhi.

First Secretary of Embassy, Royal Netherlands Embassy at
Chungking (China).

Term of duty at the Ministry of Foreign Affaire at the Hague,
The Netherlands (Political Affaires Section)

Counsellor Royal Netherlands Embassy Washington DC. USA
Political Adviser to the Netherlands Military Mission at Tokyo.
Counsellor Royal Netherlands Embassy, New Delhi,India.

Term of duty at Ministry of F. A., The Hague, The Netherlands.
Director Middle Eastern and African Affairs Bureau.

Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at Beyrouth,
concurrently in Syria.

Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at Kuala Lumpur.
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at Kuala
Lumpur.

Ministry of F. A. The Hague. The Neth. Director Reseach and
Documentation Bureau.

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at Tokyo,
concurrently in Korea.

In 1943 at Chungking (China), Dr. van Gulik married a Chinese, Miss Shih-fang Shuzi
(Christian name Frances Shui)

In 1944 a son was born, Willem Robert

Pieter Anton (son), was born in1946.

Pauline Frances (daugter) was born in 1951.

and

Thomas Mathijs (son) in 1952. [#li#E (1) ]
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I . Publications during my middle-school days, 1923-1930

In 1926 I began to contribute essays and poets to the monthly ROSTRA, a magazine of
Dutch Gymnasia. The essays were nostalgic sketches of my boyhood experiences in
Indonesia, a series entitled “Van het Schoone Eiland” (Tales from the Beautiful Island),
describing local festivals, trips to Chinatown, etc. The poetry was typically odolescent,
pseudo-love and pseudo-philosophical, and partly in French; French because we had an
excellent teacher for that language, who inspired us with his own enthusiasm.

In 1928 I began to contribute articles on China to the Dutch periodical “China”, the
magazine of the Dutch-Chinese Cultural Association.

I —1 Enige opmerkingen omtrent de Shih Ching, het Klassieke Boek der Oden (Notes on
the Shin Ching, the Classical Book of Odes), “China”, vol. IIl no. 4 (1928). This is my first
sinological publication.

[ —2 Ku-shin—yuan, (the Source of Old Poetry)

I —3  De Bloeitijd der Lyriek (T’ang poetry) “China”, vol. IV, nos. 3 and 4, 1929.

I —4  De Mathematische Conceptie bij de Oude Chinezen (The Mathematical Conception
of the ancient Chinese) Nederl. Tijdschrift voor Wiskunde Euclides, 1929.

I —5 Chineesche Wonderverhalen (Chinese Tales of the Supernatural), in Tijdschrift
voor Parapsychologie, vol. I (1929), pp. 158 and 280.

I —6 De Verwerkelijking van het Onwerkelijke in het Chineesche Schrift (The realization
of the unreal in Chinese calligraphy), “Eleseviers Geillustreerd Maandschrift, vol. 39, pp.
238 and 318. 1929.

[ —7 Het gedicht van de Rode Muur (The poem of the Red Wall -Ch’ih-pi-fu by the
Sung scholar Su Tung-po) “China”, vol. V (1930), no. 2.

I —8 Wang Lun “China”, vol. V, no. 4.

1 —9 Chineesche Wonderverhalen (continuation of the articles mentioned above)
Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie, vol. IT (1930), p. 111.

1 —10 An English-Blackfoot Vocabulary, based on material from the Southern Peigans (as
co-author of Prof. Dr. C.C. Uhlenbeck) Koninklijke Achademie van Wetenschappen, vol.
XXIX, no. 4), Amsterdam 1930.

I . Publications during my student-days, 1930-1935.

II—1 Oostersche Schimmen, (Shadow-plays of the Orient), series of illustrated articles
in “Elseviers Geillustreerd Maandschrift”, parts I and II in vol. 41 (1931), pp. 94 and 153.
II—2 De Wijsgeer Yang Tsjoe (The Philosopher Yang Chu) “China” vol. VI, no. 3,
1931; second part in “China” vol. VII (1932) no. 2.

II—3 Urvaci, een Tooneelstuk van Kalidasa, one vol., publ. by Adi Poestaka Cy. The
Hague 1932. Drama of Kalidasa, translated from the Sanskrit original with an introduction
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and text-critical notes.

This was my first published book. The translation is correct-being made under the
guidance of Prof. Uhlenbeck - but the Dutch style stilted, greatly influenced by my
translations from Latin and Greek, I decorated the book with vignettes which I drew after
old Indian paintings.

II—4 Qostersche Schimmen, E.G.M. vol. 42 (1932), pp. 230, 306 and 382; parts III and
IV of the series mentioned above. The concluding part in vol. VIIT (1933), no. 1.

In 1993 I contributed a number of articles and book-reviews to Dutch periodicals and
newspapers on Chinese subjects which [ .can’t trace any more. I also regularly contributed
articles to the monthly of the Chinese Student Organization in Leyden, the Chung Hua
Hui Tsa Chih; translations of Chinese poetry, on Chinese chess, on Chinese writing
materials etc. :

[1—5 A Blackfoot-English Vocabulary, based on material from the Southern Peigans (as
co-author of Prof. Dr. C.C. Uhlenbeck) Koninklijke Academie van Wetenschappen, vol.
XXXIII, no. 2, Amsterdam 1934.

I—6 Hayagriva, the Mantrayanic Aspect of Horse—cult in China and Japan, with an
introduction on horse-cult in India and Tibet. Published Leyden 1935 by E.J. Brill as
doctoral thesis, and simultaneously as a separate volume of Infernationales Archiv fiir
Ethnographie.

In this period I also contributed the articles on China to the big Dutch encyclopedia
Winkler Prins Encyclopedie, the fifth edition 1932-1938.

II. Publications during my first Japanese period, 1935-1941.

II—1 Mi Fu on Inkstones, a translation of the Yen-Shih, with introduction and notes.
Peking, Henry Vetch Cy. 1940.

I had chosen this subject in Leyden for sub-thesis for my MA in Oriental languages;
after having studied additional sources in Japan and Peking, I arranged for the publication
in bookform during one of my visits to Peking. The Yen—shih is a very technical text on
ink-slabs by the famous Sung painter and scholar Mi Fu.

M—2 Kuei—ku-Tzu, the Philosopher of the Ghost Vale. In English, but published m the
Dutch periodical “China”, vol.XIII1(1938). This article was the introduction to my complete
translation of the work ascribed to the Father of Chinese Diplomacy (ca. 3d century BC),
but the m.s. got lost during the Pacific War, and I never got round to re-writing it.

II—3 The Lore of the Chinese Lute, an Essay in Ch'in Ideology. Monumenta Nipponica
Monographs, Sophia University, Tokyo 1940. The Monumenta Nipponica were founded in
1938, and I have been a member of the editorial board ever since. In Vol.VII (1951) I
published an article “The Lore of the Chinese Lute” in the same periodical, embodying
additional material on the Chinese Lute gathered during my stay in China during the
Pacific War.
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[I—4 Hsi Kang and his Poetical Essay on the Lute, Monumenta Nipponica Monographs,
Tokyo 1941. A supplementary volume, at the same time a study of intellectual trends in
China in the 4th century AD.

ll—5 Kakkaron, a Japanese Echo of the Opium War, a long article contributed to vol. IV
of the Monumenta Serica, the sinological periodical of the Catholic University of Peking.
1940. In guarded terms I compared i.a. the ultra-nationalism in Japan in the 19th century
with that rampant in 1940.

M—6 Dr. John C. Fergusen’s 75th Anniversary. A biographical article on the Nestor of
Western sinologues in Peking, publ. Monumenta Serica Vol. VI 1941.

MI—7 On the Sealrepresenting the God of Literature on the titlepages of Chinese and
Japanese popular editions. Long illustrated article in Monumenta Nipponica, vol. IV no. 1,
1941.

[I—8 Shukai-hen, a description of life in the Chinese Factory in Nagasaki during the
Ch’ien-lung period, translated from the original Chinese into Japanese, with Japanese
introduction and notes. Long illustrated article publ. in Toa—ronso, Tokyo 1941. Later also

publ. separately.
Various book-reviews in Monumenta Serica and Monumenta Nipponica. [fi{E (2) ]
IV. Publications during my second Japanese period, 1948-1952.

IV—1 Dee Goong An, Three Murder Cases solved by Judge Dee, an old Chinese detective
novel translated from the original Chinese with an introduction and notes, Tokyo 1949.
IV—2 Ch'un-meng-so—yen, a Ming erotic story, published on the basis of a manuscript
preserved in Japan, with an introduction. Limited edition of 200 copies, Tokyo 1950.
IV—3 Evrotic Colour Prints of the Ming period, Tokyo 1951, three volumes in one
Chinese-style cover, edition limited to 50 copies. Vol. I (250 pages) is a detailed history
of Chinese sexual life till the beginning of the Manchu period (1644), with special
reference to Chinese erotic art, and illustrated with genuine blockprints, made by a
Japanese engraver as exact copies of the Ming originals. The entire text is I X I II
mimeographed as written out by me, the title page hand-coloured. Vol. II contains all the
original Chinese texts, also mimeographed in my own writing, vol III 1s a reprint of a Ming
erotic album of 24 pages, struck off the original woodblocks in my collection.
IV—4 Brief Note in the Cheng, the small Chinese Cither, article in the Journal of the
Society of Research in Asiatic Music (Japanese), no. 19, Tokyo 1951.
IV—5 The Mango—trick in China: an Essay on Taoist Magic. Article in Transactions of
the Asiatic Society of Japan, 3d Series no. III Tokyo 1952.
IV—6 Meiro-no—satsujin THE CHINESE MAZE MURDERS, in a Japanese translation
by my friend the Japanese Sinologue Prof. Ogaeri Yoshio. Publ. 1951 by the Kodansha Cy.
This is the first of my own Judge Dee novels published. In the winter of 1949 I had
written “The Chinese Bell Murders” completed in March 1950. The Japanese publisher
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did not like the unfavourable description of Buddhists, hence I then wrote my second
novel, the Maze Murders.

V. Publications appeared 1952-1962.

1953

V—1 Ti—jen—chich—ch’i-an, one illustrated volume. Nan-yang Press, Singapore 1953.
This 1s the Chinese translation made by me during my stay in New Delhi, of THE
CHINESE MAZE MURDERS.

1955

V—2 De Boek-illustratie in het Ming Tijdperk, (The Book-illustration during the Ming
Period), one illustrated volume written on the request of the Nederlandse Vereinging voor
Druk-en Boekkunst (Netherlands Association for the Art of Printing), publ. in a limited
ed. of 500 copies, The Hague 1955.

1956

V—3 Tang-yin—pi-shih, Parallel Cases from under the Peartree, a 13th century manual
of Jurisprudence and Detection, translated from the original Chinese with an introduction
and notes. Sinica Leidensia edidit Institutum Sinologicum Lugduno-Batavum, vol, Leiden
1956.

V—4 The Chinese Maze Murders, One illustrated volume, Messrs. W. van Hoeve Ltd.
The Hague 1956.

This was the first of my Judge Dee novels published in English. A Dutch version
followed 1n the same year.

Since the publishing history of my Judge Dee novels can be easily traced, I do not
mention the various editions in this record, but state in the text when cach story was
written.

V—5 Siddham, an essay on the history of Sanskrit studies in China and Japan, one
illustrated volume, published by the International Academy of Indian Culture, Sarasvati-
vihara Series, Nagpur 1956. Written in New Delhi 1953.

1958

V—6 Scrapbook for Chinese Collecotrs: Shu-hua-shuo-ling, translated with an
introduction and notes. Imprimerie Catholique, Beirut 1958.

V—7 Chinese Pictorial Art as viewed by the Connoisseur, an essay on the means and
methods of traditional Chinese connoisseurship, based upon a study of the art of mounting
scrolls in China and Japan. One illustrated volume, publ. in Serie Orientale Roma, of the
Italian Institute for Middle and Far Eastern Studies, Rome 1958.

Thus appeared, at last, wat [ consider my magnum opus on Chinese pictorial art I had

been working on since 1940.

1962

V—38 Sexual Life in Ancient China, a preliminary survey of Chinese sex and society
from ca. 1500 BC till 1644 AD. One illustrated volume, E.J. Brill, Leyden 1962.
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An enlarged version of my Erotic Colour Prints, stressing the broader sociological and
historical background, The realistic prints have been omitted and erotic passages put in
Latin, so that the book could be distributed without the rigid restrictions I felt it my duty
to impose on the distribution of the Erotic Colour Prints.

VI.1967 [ i (3)]

VI—1 “THE GIBBON IN CHINA” An Essay in Chinese Animal Lore.

A gramophone record of the musical calls of the gibbon is added in a poket attached to
the end papers. “The Gibbon in China” was printed in Tokyo and will, in the near future,
be posthumously published by Messrs. E.]J. Brill at Leyden, The Netherlands.

Dr. R.H. van Gulik, died on September the 24th, 1967.

VI. Remarks on my Judge Dee novels
H W [HE)]
Tokyo, December 1966.

VIl . Note on the illustrations of the Judge Dee novels.
Tokyo, December 1966.

X . THE JUDGE DEE NOVELS
X . JUDGE DEE STRIP-STORIES
XI. OTHER THRILLERS

[ ]

(1) ZOKRKEIZODVTOEMEFA I ->TEY, BAONMNMEEbNs,

(2) 2o [BEREFEHE] TIE 1942 E0 5 1947 £ TOHIBFBEIN TR,
BEARTIE., ZRZFNDOEHIE—KDY — bDOhicid N T33O T, HREL -
AHEME D E 2 5 N7 D3, Boston KEBDEERED—>TH % Mugar Memorial library
@ “Robert van Gulik Collection” Z & % “Bibliography of Dr. R. H. van Gulik(D.Litt)”
EBINTI I AT 747 =T MTF ([28375.37 B5]. HIIRFTAEL. & 82p,
22cm, 1969?) DOEREH D (pp64-81) b, IZIFARNED “Notes Written by Dr. R.
H. van Gulik to Mr. H. B. Gotlieh, chief of Special Collection” & \» 9 Z1F B A3k X
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(EZMFI2. Pennsylvania KEBEIEHAIBAD I —CTHEZL7)., ZOHIHEOE
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1944 55, EJF) D3H 5. 4B, Boston KEBEIBEBREOMTIZ. /=Y v /D&
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