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We need to beware of patchwork. The view of the Labour Party is that what has to be reconstructed after the war is not
this or that Government Department, or this or that piece of social machinery ; but, so far as Britain is concerned, society
itself. The individual worker, or for that matter the individual statesman, immersed in daily routine — like the individual
soldier in a battle — easily fails to understand the magnitude and far-reaching importance of what is taking place around
him. How does it fit together as a whole? How does it look from a distance? Count Okuma, one of the oldest, most experi-
enced, and ablest of the statesmen of Japan, watching the present conflict from the other side of the globe, declares it to be
nothing less than the death of European civilisation. Just as in the past the civilisations of Babylon, Egypt, Greece,
Carthageand the great Roman Empire have been successively destroyed, so, in the judgment of this detached observer, the
civilization of all Europe is even now receiving its death-blow. We of the Labour Party can so far agree in this estimate as
to recognise, in the present world catastrophe, if not the death, in Europe, of civilization itself, at any rate the culmination
and collapse of a distinctive industrial civilization, which the workers will not seek to reconstruct. At such times of crisis it
is easier to slip into ruin than to progress into higher forms of organisation. That is the problem as it presents itself to the

(2)
Labour Party to-day.
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