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Table 1． (1981)

Content Organization Vocabulary Language
Use

Mechanics Total

13-30 7-20 7-20 5-25 2-5 34-100





Table 　
Question Content Org. Voc. Lang. Use Total Score

Q1 62.90 73.00 71.15 74.52 71.23

Q2 65.00 74.35 73.15 70.00 70.53

Q3 74.60 81.15 79.05 76.76 77.71

Q4 69.60 82.10 78.35 74.68 76.29

Q5 66.23 79.00 76.50 70.52 72.67

Q6 72.83 79.40 75.70 70.24 74.74

Q7 70.67 84.35 83.00 77.32 78.30
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uestion lanation n uction o o
essays

u ber ercent u ber ercent u ber ercent

1 0 1 10 0 0 10

2 10 100 0 0 0 0 10

3 5 71 4 2 2 0 0 7

4 5 2 5 3 37 5 0 0

5 0 4 40 0 0 10

2 22 2 7 77 0 0

7 4 0 1 20 0 0 5
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1 At present, non-Japanese citizens who are permanently resident in Japan do not have 
the right to vote in either local or national elections.
Do you agree with the present state of the law? Or do you think such people should 
be allowed to vote in local elections only? Or do you think they should be allowed to 
vote in both local and national elections?

(Waseda University)

2 Is it better to marry late rather than early?
(Hitotsubashi University)

3 Young people should be able to vote from 18. Do you agree or disagree with this 
statement?

(Tokyo University)

4 Write an essay in which you discuss the topic of bullying and violence in schools. 
Include the following:

1. A general introduction
2. A discussion of the reasons for the problems
3. Your ideas about what can be done to solve the problem

(Juntendo University)

5 Ordinary people should no longer own cars today. Write an argument for or against 
this statement.

(Hitotsubashi University)

6 A time machine has been invented. You are able to use this time machine in any 
way you wish. What would you like to do with this time machine? Please state your 
reasons for this.

(Hitotsubashi University)

7 What can you do to help protect the environment?
(Yamagata University)



Strengths Keeping a consistent theme.
Good understanding of grammar.
I like writing in English.
My vocabulary
I try hard to link my ideas together.

Weaknesses I can’t write deep answers.
The content of my writing is shallow.
My sentences are too short and basic.
I never understand which prepositions to use.

I can’t put my ideas together well.
My writ ing seems childish;  I  want to wri te  with more 
persuasiveness.
I need more vocabulary.
I make careless mistakes all the time.

I make too many grammar mistakes.
I don’t understand how to structure the essay.
I freeze – I just can’t write in English.

University Number of Students
Hitotsubashi University 3
Keio University 1
Kyoritsu University 1
Osaka University 1
Shuto University Tokyo 1
Sophia University 1
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies 3
Waseda University 5



Question
(number of 
samples)

Content Org. Voc. Lang.
 Use

Mech. Total

Q1 Mean 18.87 14.60 14.23 18.63 4.13 71.23
(10 samples) SD  2.47  2.00  1.71  1.98 0.42  6.69

Q2 Mean 19.50 14.87 14.63 17.50 4.00 70.53
(10 samples) SD  2.17  1.67  1.16  1.71 0.22  6.42

Q3 Mean 22.38 16.23 15.81 19.19 4.24 77.71
(7 samples) SD  1.85  1.21  1.26  1.30 0.32  4.95

Q4 Mean 20.88 16.42 15.67 18.67 4.33 76.29
(8 samples) SD  2.22  1.04  0.94  1.89 0.40  5.05

Q5 Mean 19.87 15.80 15.30 17.63 4.10 72.67
(10 samples) SD  1.43  1.81  1.07  1.24 0.42  5.47

Q6 Mean 21.85 15.88 15.14 17.56 4.22 74.74
(9 samples) SD  2.15  1.42  0.69  1.44 0.29  5.46

Q7 Mean 21.20 16.87 16.60 19.33 4.26 78.30
(5 samples) SD  2.87  1.22  1.01  1.33 0.28  5.42





k 1
um of variances 5.38

Total variance 25.122
Alpha .846

Comments

How did you feel about 
reviewing problematic 
grammatical structures?

There were many patterns that I knew but also some new 
phrases that I wasn t aware of.
I would have preferred more challenging uestions.
It s easier to understand this grammar with a native speaker 
of nglish.

earning that the same word can have different nuances in 

There is more value in learning this grammar from a native 
nglish speaker rather than a Japanese teacher.

It was fun to learn practical e ample sentences.
I was glad to learn about words I hadn t cared much about 
in the past.

How did you feel about 
reviewing common mistakes 
from previous homework?

I learned lots of things I hadn t known before, such as not 

I was happy to learn about the importance of idiom and 
wording.

I was able to see in what areas my weak points were. I 
learned that ust a translation from a Japanese-to- nglish 
dictionary was not very useful.
This was really helpful.

How did you feel about the 
introduction and practice of 
essay structure?

speaker would approach these sentences.
The teacher e plained until we all understood so it was 
easy to follow.

How did you feel about the 
pre-writing tasks?

I learned to like brainstorming. I d like to try this again in 
the future.
We can collect and shape our opinions. I uite like this.
I learned things I wouldn t have thought of by myself.
All students, including myself, were passive.



How did you feel about the 
peer checking exercises?

It’s really fun to share ideas and think together with my 
friend.
Working together with other Japanese students is not really 
helpful.
I wasn’t able to say anything to my partner and I feel bad 
about this.
It was fun to do pair-work and I learned from my partner’s 
writing.
I don’t know most people in this class so it was hard to 
make suggestions without reservation.
I didn’t like this. I don’t know the other students.

How did you feel about 
writing under exam 
conditions?

It is great to be able to apply things I have just learned but 
there is never enough time.

I can get the feeling that I’m writing for a real test.
There was never enough time to compose sentences in my 
head and then write them.

my ideas faster.
How did you feel about 
the volume of homework 
(essays)?

Too much (lol)! However I just quit my after school club 
so it should be okay now.

It takes too much time just to do one of these so I have less 
time to work on my other studies.
It is corrected so it is very helpful.
The topics are outside what I would normally think about 
so it took a long time.
I was able to work at home to think a lot before I wrote so 
it was enjoyable.
I felt there was too much because I’m busy with my after-
school club.
If there is quite a lot of homework I find this motivating 
and it helps me to remember what I studied.
One piece of homework a week is the max. (Sorry, it’s 
because of my after-school club).
I feel overall it’s just right. But as the homework is always 
corrected it’s a shame that sometimes there is a little too 
much and I can’t do it all. I think that when there is a lot 
of homework we should have a chance to do some in class 
time, or else it is better to re-think the system.
It was just right but I felt it got a little too much towards 
the end of term.
I prioritized preparation for other classes so I wasn’t able to 
do it all. Sorry.

when two items were given I was only able to complete 
one of them.



Was the advice  feedback and 
correction from the teacher 
suitable

I feel the direct  honest comments are good.
I’d just like you to write slightly more understandable 
comments.
I was able to learn not to make the same mistakes in the 
ne t essays I wrote.
I feel the level of strictness is just right.
I feel the harsh comments are especially useful.
I realized that my thoughts were not really deep enough.

If you didn’t often write 

was the reason for this

I didn’t have time.
I didn’t have time because of my after school club.
I didn’t know and anyway I didn’t have time. However  I’d 
like to do this in the future.
I forgot.

ecause I didn’t have time.
I didn’t know that I was able to re write.
I didn’t have time because it was just before a test.
The biggest factor was that I didn’t have time.

ecause I didn’t have time.
o you have any suggestions 

for improving this course
If you can provide us with English newspapers I’d be really 
interested in reading these.

roviding sample answers.
I’d like more articles from newspapers on the topics we are 
to research. I’d like you to give one copy to each student.
I feel each week is new and interesting.
This was really useful. I’m never e actly sure how what 
e actly I should write so if you are able to teach us e actly 
how to get my opinions across I’d be really happy.
This has been really useful. I’d like to get more e amples 
of different sentence patterns I could use in my essays. For 

I’d like to get more articles from newspapers and 

This has been really useful but I’d be happy to get hold of 
more social and political information.
When I didn’t know uite what to write it was really useful 
when the teacher gave some e amples. This helped me to 
broaden my opinions.


