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Aisthesis and the Life-world

Nobuyuki KOBAYASHI

Abstract

The ancient Greek word aisthesis which means sense perception has gained a second semantic context, that is,
the aesthetic, in modern philosophy. As defined in Kant’s Critique of Judgment, the aesthetic is distinguished not
only from theoretical recognition, but also from practical ethics, and came to refer to an autonomous domain. In
my opinion, the two meanings —sense perception and aesthetic experience— are not unrelated accidents or arbi-
trary mutual ambivalences. Through this paper, I would like to show that the latter is an inevitable development of
the original aisthesis as sensuous perceptiveness or awareness.

The aesthetic contemplative attitude involves merely a “disinterested” and reflective way of looking at some-
thing without there being a certain practical purpose to it. This aesthetic concept of “disinterestedness” that
followed Kant’s work can be seen as a process similar to the phenomenological steps referred to as epoche which
aims to set aside and “bracket” all kinds of everyday beliefs and assumptions in this world in order to discover a
transcendental dimension and a philosophical perspective. Both the aesthetic and the phenomenological epoche
deny us “all natural world-life and its worldly interests.” They provide us a position above these. (Cf. E. Husserl,
The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology, p. 178).

Therefore the life-world (Lebenswelf) which has been found through epoche as a transcendental reduction is
experienced and expressed in the aesthetic and poetic works of different cultures. Here I would like to treat the

essential connection between a phenomenological way of thinking and an aesthetic attitude by interpreting the

philosophical writings of E. Husserl and M. Heidegger.
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