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This Cartesian earthquake shows ex post facto that the intelligible core of reason —
a core that is supposed to establish a pure relation to itself in the tremors it unleashes
— is empirically affected from the very start, if only by its need to articulate itself

in the metaphor of quaking. The fact that the consequences of this metaphor for
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the efficacy of reason cannot controlled by reason becomes clear even before the
historical occurrence of an immensely destructive earthquake, for it already appears
in the paradox toward which this metaphor drives every thought of the self: only
the tremor remains firm; only in quaking does the self reveal its stability. Under the
impression exerted by the Lisbon earthquake, which touched the European mind
in one its more sensitive epochs, the metaphorics of ground and tremor completely
lost their apparent innocence; they were no longer merely figures of speech. (I
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