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Abstract

The present study was a pilot trial to investigate the relationship between parenting behaviors and parents’
information processing using eye-tracking methodology with a small sample of parent-child dyads. Twelve dyads of
parents and their children participated in two different interaction scenes in which parents praised their children or
directed their children to put toys away, during which parents’ gaze ratio of child to environment was recorded. Eye-
gaze data from only seven dyads were subjected to analysis due to measurement errors. Overall, parents’ gaze ratio of
child to environment was negatively related to biased information processing about children, and positively related to
functional parenting behaviors. We identified several potential problems in adapting eye-tracking methodology to the

study of parent-child interactions, which should be solved in future studies.
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