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Writing about the “heresy” of the Tachikawa Sect in prewar Japan - The origins
of Inoue Kichijiro’s book “Monkan shonin” and the influences of Mizuhara Gyoei

Rappo GAETAN

Monkan (1278-1357) was a monk in the Shingon School of Buddhism. As seen in his depiction by the famous
historian Amino Yoshihiko, he was, until fairly recently, mainly known as a member of the “heretical” sect of

TVNINOL SV VAISVM

Tachikawa, a movement inside the Shingon School known for its dark rituals, which employed extremely explicit
sexual imagery. However, this view is being gradually challenged by recent scholarship on the issue. This evolu-
tion was made possible not only by the rediscovery of a large part of Monkan’s work, but also by innovative
studies through which the historical validity of the Tachikawa Sect itself has come to be doubted.

Using a peculiar book published by the journalist Inoue Kichijiro (1889-1976) in 1937 as its starting point, this
article takes a different approach, showing how and why people wrote about Monkan and the sect of Tachikawa in
prewar Japan, and how the historical images of both this monk and sexual heresies in the Shingon School were
constructed.

Analyzing the context and the main argument of prewar publications on Monkan and the Tachikawa sect, this
article demonstrates that Inoue — together with such literary figures as Inoue Yasushi or Tanizaki Jun’ichiro —
was in fact close to the main promoter of studies on Tachikawa in the Meiji and early Showa periods, Mizuhara
Gyaoei (1890-1965), a monk of the main center of the Shingon School, the Mount Koya. It also analyzes how this
book reflects the major issues that Mizuhara and other monks faced in their time, such as clerical celibacy and the
place of women and sex in a newly defined monastic life. Finally, it reassesses the value of the research elements
of Inoue’s book, showing that it contains information that may well lead to new discoveries in the study of
Monkan.
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