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The Private Has No Name: The Construction of Military Ethos
and Citizenship in Modern Turkey (1792-1918)

Giiltekin YILDIZ

Abstract

The long nineteenth century had become an age of industrialization in all spheres of human endeavors includ-
ing warfare and military organization. Parallel to the developments in the weapons systems, important
organizational changes have occurred in modern armies all around the world such as the invention of mass army
and universal conscription. Consequently, the specialized warrior figure of pre-conscription era was gradually
replaced by that of a citizen-soldier in armies all around the world.

This paper aims to discuss this global phenomenon with special emphasis to the Ottoman/ Turkish case. The
subject in question will mainly be the new military order which was to produce in the long run not only an effec-
tive regular army but also a nation-in-arms. In spite of the multi-ethnic and multi-religious structure of the
Empire, the Ottoman ruling elite in Istanbul attempted during the whole 19" century to form a new military and
civic ethos around Islamic beliefs and values. In this regard, qualities of a modern infantry soldier in a mecha-
nized mass army were presented to the Muslim subjects of the Empire as pillars of Muslim creed. Similar to the
spread of Neo-Stoic and Protestant set of ethical values in early-modern Europe, the late Ottoman official preach-
ing of Sunnite/ Hanefite identity served more or less as a legitimate ground for drilling and disciplining Muslim
rural commoners. In addition to the military institutions such as barracks and military academies, the new initiated
public schooling and religious institutions were also put into the service of the central government in publicizing
the new military and civic values all around the Empire. The official proclamation of Great Holy War at the start
of the WWI was in fact the culmination of this long process of turning Islam into a mass mobilizing ideology.

However, it took a century and even more till the Ottoman Muslim commoners (and later the Turkish Republi-
can citizens of rural origin) internalized this new set of religious/ patriotic values of military service. Throughout
the 19™ century, many of the non-Turkish tribal Muslim communities in the frontier regions had resisted to be
drafted as full-time soldiers in the Ottoman army. They managed more or less to preserve their status as free and
undisciplined tribal warriors groups who participated at Ottoman campaigns as semi-independent irregular units
or mercenaries. The paper also aims to shed light on the co-existence of local cultures of warfare and the effects
of the official identity politics to produce citizen-soldiers on the disintegration of the Empire.

Last but not least, one should also mention the foreign sources of inspiration of the late Ottoman military ethos.
In this regard, a special attention will be paid to the Prussian/ German influence which played a certain role in the
making of the last generation of Ottoman officer corps. Through various channels of information including Ger-
man educators in the Ottoman service since 1883, education abroad and the translation of German military
literature, Ottoman cadets and young staff officers became acquainted with the contemporary German military
values and ideals. In comparison to the rank and file, the officer ethos was therefore a much more secular-oriented
esprit des corps which privileged the officer corps as the most educated and most patriotic social group among the

whole nation.
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Why did Bushido survive in Modern Japan?

HARADA Keiichi

Abstract

In 1869, the new government in Post-Restoration Japan instructed troops recruited nationwide from han, to
have pride as bushi. This military attitude was called “shihuu”. After the abolition of the han system in 1871, the
government began to strongly ask for Shinpei in an effort to have national consciousness beyond the hans to
which they had belonged.

Choubhei-kokuyu, declared the foundation of the modern Japanese army, and stated that it was necessary to
remove bushi from its soldiers’ consciousness. Bushi became a target of criticism as the master of atrocities in the
middle ages. Thus, it asked the troops to become national soldiers irrespective of their status.

However, the shihuu of bushi had to be referred to in modern Japan, since what it meant to be a national subject
had yet to be determined. After the soldiers’ rebellion in the Takebashi incident, Yamagata Aritomo issued Gunjin-
kunkai, which requested the soldiers to have loyalty, bravery, and obedience; he praised bushi as a norm.

Gunjin-chokuyu, released in 1882, was promulgated by a local organization of reservists. They campaigned
nationally to teach young people to memorize and master the chokuyu. The chokuyu’s preamble strongly denies
bushi’s assumption of military power in the middle ages, renouncing it as a blunder (shittai). On the other hand,
numerous handbooks for the chokuyu emphasized the importance of bushido. In this paradox, we can find the rea-

son why the word “bushido” and its traditional connotations have survived in modern Japanese society.
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Did the Russian Revolution make Soldiers Citizens?

IKEDA Yoshiro

Abstract
The estate system died hard in the Russian Empire. It held on until the February Revolution of 1917. Soldiers

had been recruited mainly from the peasant estate, which was governed by a particular order of law. Even the mil-

itary reform of 1874 was designed on the premise that the estate system would remain as the basic institute of the

empire, and thus it did not establish universal conscription modeled on the idea of a nation-state.

Coming to power in February 1917, the liberals sought to reconstruct Russia on the basis of the nation-state

principle. Now, each soldier had to become a citizen. However, without the nationalism supporting the discipline

of the soldier, the February Revolution triggered the awful collapse of the Russian Army.

Then, born in the October Revolution, the Soviet regime also employed a pseudo-estate class principle. So, the

revolutions of 1917 in Russia brought about neither a nation-state nor the citizen-soldier in the modern West

European sense.
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When Did the “Last Janissary” Die?: The Transformation of Ottoman/
Turkish Military Ethos in the Age of Industrial Warfare (1826-1927)

Giltekin YILDIZ

Abstract
The Abolition of the Janissary Corps in June 1826 was a turning point in late Ottoman military history.

Although the Janissaries at that date were far from being elite troops as they initially had been between 14™ and

17" centuries, this institution was still the main representative of the traditional Ottoman warrior ethos and popu-

lar religious-nationalist sentiments of the Muslim majority in the Ottoman domains. In the post-Janissary era,

namely the age of conscription, Ottoman ruling elite had to face therefore not only the material difficulties for
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establishing a mass army, but also the crisis of a vacuum in the world of martial values and ideals.

From a comparative military history perspective, this paper would attempt to contextualize this transformation
and re-organization process with its successes and failures. In this respect, the official construction of soldier-citi-
zen identity will be taken into consideration with special emphasis to the problematic whether and how far
Ottoman Muslims of different ethnic and social affiliation have been accepting and internalizing the military work
discipline of the industrial age.

At first glance it seems that no radical change occurred in the Ottoman military ethos after 1826 if one observes
the continuing references to Islam and to the concept of Holy War (Djihad) in the official discourse. However, the
“regular soldier” of the new Ottoman standing army was different in practice in regard to his relation to his com-
mander, to his weapons, and to his country (fatherland). To make all of these understandable and tolerable to the
draftees of commoner origin, Islam was intermingled with modern ideologies like patriotism and nationalism. As
the paper will discuss in detail, this a century old project of an all-Muslim army in the Ottoman period was inher-
ited by the successive Republic of Turkey with a major discursive change: “Every Turk is born a soldier”.

SAh-Az=ZF 1V DERBRRCBE2FAYY /MU0
EENT FADER (1826~1927)

(BMER : &A1)

g B
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