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Abstract

It is said that the Xi'an Incident in 1936 was the major historical turning point that
promoted the cooperation between the Nationalists and Communists. Yet many
researchers have argued that the main negotiations had actually ended before the
Incident; that it was not true that Chiang Kai-shek was forced to consent to cooperate by
Chang Hsueh-liang during the Incident. There is an argument that even without the Xi'an
Incident, the cooperation between the Nationalists and Communists would have been
established. In sum, the Sian Incident was not such a dramatic historical event, as had
been claimed. Yet the Xi'an Incident had another significance. When the Xi'an Incident
happened, major Chinese newspapers reported it as crises of the top leader, Chiang Kai-
shek and China, and condemned Chang Hsueh-liang for the rebellion. This caused a huge
public reaction. The continuous criticism and protest demonstrations against Chiang Kai-
shek for his non-resistance policy suddenly stopped. People who had earlier criticized
Chiang Kai-shek, even people who were not usually interested in politics, began to worry
about him, recognized him anew as a needed top leader and began to support him. Rallies
were held everywhere supporting Chiang Kai-shek; they showed loyalty to the state and
the party, and demanded Chiang Kai-shek's release. When Chiang Kai-shek was released,
mass celebrations were held everywhere in China. They were more passionate than his
recent 50th birthday celebrations in October, which were held to praise him as a top
leader. The propaganda that came out around the Xi'an Incident unified public opinion and
strengthened Chiang Kai-shek's position as a top leader. Whether it was intentional or not
intentional, it became one of the most successful examples of the use of propaganda in
changing public opinion.
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