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The Autobiography of Tamura Toshio:
The first secretary general of Kochikai, a Liberal Democratic Party
faction and supported Prime Minister Ikeda Hayato in promoting
Japan's High Economic Growth Policy

Hideo Kobayashi

This paper focuses on Tamura Toshio who was the first secretary general of Kochikai, a Liberal
Democratic Party faction, and supported Prime Minister Ikeda Hayato in promoting Japan's High Eco-
nomic Growth Policy.

Japan’s postwar High Economic Growth Policy got started in the 1960s. While it is well-known that
Shimomura Osamu, a senior executive staff of Ministry of Industry and Trade was the initiator of this
policy, nobody knows that Tamura Toshio supported Shimomura Osamu and promoted this policy in
collaboration with him.

Tamura died in 1963 when Japan's High Economic Growth got under way. So that, he did not leave
a great impression in history of the Japanese postwar economic policy, because there was no one who
could tell about his feat. But, when we consider a role he played in PM Ikeda’s policy making process, ev-
erybody should realize his strong contribution to this issue.

This paper consists of two parts: in the first half, I would like to summarize his life and in the latter
half, to analyze his role in promoting Japan's High Economic Growth Policy.
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