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Mamluk Numismatics: An Intensive Seminar
Instructor: Warren Schultz

This seminar in Mamluk numismatics will provide
the fundamentals of numismatic research, an
introduction to the wider field of Islamic numismatics,
and a knowledge base of the breadth of Mamluk
coinage that will enable future research in this field
with confidence. This monetary evidence is a rich
source for economic, political, and social history, and
the seminar will provide an opportunity for hands-
on work with many Mamluk coins. A bibliography
will be provided, and daily readings will be assigned.
After completion, participants will be familiar with
the historiography of the field, be able to identify
the various phases of Mamluk coinage, as well as
recognize the many different variables that define
the more than 1000 known types of Mamluk coins.
The seminar is intended for advanced graduate
students, recent post-doctorates, and other qualified
participants. Knowledge of Arabic is required, as is
an awareness of the span of Islamic history, but no

previous numismatic experience is required.
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Day 1: May 3

Session 1: Introduction; Numismatic Fundamentals
Session 2: Minting; Islamic Numismatics

Session 3: Mamluk Numismatics; Mamluk Gold
Presentation: Ohtsuya, Kaori, “Travel Patterns of the
Meccan Scholars from the Latter Half of the 13th
Century to the End of the 14th Century”

Day 2: May 4

Session 4: Mamluk Silver

Session 5: Hoards; Metrology

Session 6: Mamluk Copper

Presentation: Kwang, Sung I1, “Politics of Memory:
Nationalizing the Mamluk Past in the Egyptian School
Textbooks During the Nasser’s Years”

Day 3: May 5

Session 7: Discussion; Conclusion

Presentations: Kubo, Ryosuke, “Management of Waqf
Facilities: with Reference to the Mamluk Cairo’s
case,” and Fukumitsu, Kanae, “Fatimid Caliph Court

in Ifrigiya”

(552¥8)

Historians and Technology: The Introduction of
Firearms in Iran and Central Asia—Prehistory of
the Gunpowder Empires

Instructor: John Woods

This seminar will focus on issues of military and
technological history as presented in Arabic, Persian,
and Turkish sources down to the beginning of the
16th century after which the use of firearms by the
Ottomans, Safavids, and Mughals is well-attested. We
will examine the scholarly literature on the types of
weaponry used in Islamic lands from the 11th through
the 15th century. The Encyclopaedia of Islam articles
“Barud” and “Hisn” will be scrutinized along with
the monographs of David Ayalon and J. R. Partington.
Issues of comparative history and technological
diffusion will be addressed through reading and
assessing such works as Joseph Needham’s Science
and Civilization in China. Selected Arabic, Persian,
and Turkish narrative and encyclopedic sources

will be excerpted, considered, and analyzed. (A

bibliography and selections will be provided.) Finally,
visual evidence will also be utilized to attempt to
come to some conclusions about the nature of military
technology in the period under consideration.

Day 1: May 5

General Introduction to the Subject of the Seminar,
Sources and Resources, Approaches and Methodology,
etc.

Day 2: May 6

Presentations: Iwamoto, Keiko, “Soldiers Replaced by
the Firearms?: Study on the Auxiliary Groups in the
Early-modern Ottoman Empire,” and Mizukami, Ryo,
“The Intentional “Confessional Ambiguity” by Iraqi
Shi‘i Ulama?: A Writing Strategy on Twelver Imam’s
Fada'il from the 12th to 14th Century”

Session 1,2, 3

Day 3: May 7

Presentations: Sugiyama, Masaki, “Nurbakhshi Sufi
Network at Herat in the End of the Timurid Period”
Session 4, 5, 6
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