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From 1941 to 1943, the SS shot several thousand people at the wall in this courtyard between Blocks 10 and
11. Most of those executed here were Polish political prisoners, above all, the leaders and members of
tlandestine organizations and people who helped estapees or facilitated contacts with the outside world.
Poles who had been sentenced to death in nearby towns were also brought here to be shot, including men,
Women, and even children who had been taken hostage in revenge for operations of the Polish resistance
against the German occupation. Prisoners of other nationalities and ethnic origins, including Jews and Soviet
POWs, were also sometimes shot at this wall.

The S administered brutal punishments here: floggings, and also the torture known as “the post", in which

prisoners were hung from a post by their wrists with their arms twisted behind their backs.
The execution wall was dismantled in 1944 on the order

s of the camp authorities. Executions were
subsequently carried out elsewhere, most often in the gas chambers and crematoria at Auschwitz JI-
-Birkenau.

After the war, the execution wall was partially reconstructed by the Museum .

You are entering a courtyard where the S§ murdered

thousands of people. Please maintain silence here:
remember their suffering and show respect for their memory.
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A group of Jewish women and children deported from Hungary, selected
by the SS for immediate death in the gas chambers. In the background are
the railway tracks and Crematirium II. Photo taken by the SS, 1944
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FOR EVER LET THIS PLACE BE
A CRY OF DESPAIR
AND A WARNING TO HUMANITY
WHERE THE NAZIS MURDERED
ABOUT ONE AND A HALF
MILLION
MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN,
MAINLY JEWS
FROM VARIOUS COUNTRIES
OF EUROPE.
AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU
1940-1945
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