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The Origins of the US-Korea-Japan Triangle:
Intersection of Diplomatic History and IR Theories

Lee Jong Won

American alliance system in Asia is characterized as a unique bundle of bilateral alliances, different
from the multilateral collective defense organization in Europe. Why is there no NATO in Asia? To an-
swer the question, scholars in the field of diplomatic history and international relations have debated
diverse aspects of the system and its origins. Diplomatic historians tend to focus on the legacy of histori-
cal experiences of war and colonization in the form of deep mistrust and suspicion of the regional states
against Japan in the postwar Asia-Pacific. While neo-realists emphasize the structural factors such as
distribution of power and power gap among regional states, constructivists look to collective identities
and norms such as sovereignty and non-intervention.

Agreeing with major findings of historical studies, this article aims to introduce a logical and theo-
retical framework to put actions and reactions taken by the reginal states, with a focus on Syngman
Rhee’s South Korea, vis-a-vis the American design to form regional alliance system in a broader perspec-
tive. Usually, President Rhee’s anti-Communist and anti-Japanese policies are described as emotional and
irrational. This article suggests that his aggressive Cold War policy was in close coalition with
“rollbackers” in the US. By focusing on the structure, this article intends to shed a new light on the inter-
action between anti-communist and anti-Japanese policies during Rhee administration.
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17 McClurkin to Allison, September 16, 1954, FRUS, 1952-1954, vol. 12, pt. 1, pp. 911-912. < » # 5 — % > (Robert J. G.
McClurkin) JLH7 ¥ 7 3#ENEA 7 Vv > (John M. Allison) BEFAMHICSETHE L TOERTH 2, BHIHMC DREO
7 V7RI R, 319~320 HE S,

'8 John Duffield, “Why Is There No APTO? Why Is There NO OSCAP?: Asia-Pacific Security Institutions in Comparative Per-
spective,” Contemporary Security Policy, vol. 22, no. 2 (August 2001), pp. 69-95.

Y yauyd 32904 2= 1220V Tid, Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State, and War: A Theoretical Analysis, New York:
Columbia University Press, 1959 (3K - MEAI TR TAR « ES - P—EHREGRD 3 DD 1 X — ] $FHEE, 2013
#) 22,
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Brbbo08, FAY (HRAY) ZHYIAA IS 2REAR O RSB A S, 20
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Victor D. Cha, “Powerplay: Origins of the US Alliance System in Asia,” International Security, vol. 34, no. 3 (Winter 2009/10),
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FICJBT % ¥\ Z %, David Crone, “Does Hegemony Matter?: The Reorganization of the Pacific Political Economy,” World
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» V. Cha, "Powerplay,” p. 158.
* Tbid., p. 159.
» Tbid., p. 159.
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V. Cha, Powerplay, pp. 204-206.
z Christopher Hemmer and Peter J. Katzenstein, “Why Is There No NATO in Asia?: Collective Identity, Regionalism, and the
Origins of Multilateralism,” International Organization, vol. 56, No. 3 (Summer 2002), pp. 575-607.
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# Ibid., p. 575.

* Amitav Acharya, * ‘Why Is There No NATO in Asia? : The Normative Origins of Asian Multilateralism,” Weatherhead
Center for International Affairs, Harvard University, Working Paper No. 05-05 (2005).

* Tbid., p. 7.

! Tbid., p. 46.
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