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A Bamboo flute

It was on the 13th of April. I was working with a plasterer behind my house. It blew
violently and bitterly cold, though buds of mulberry and other trees began to burst. I
saw three men scattering fallen leaves with kumade in the mulberry farm of Mr.
Tominaga. Keeping some distance with one another, they were moving, kumade with
eagerness. They was indeed glormy cold day. But we could dimlly see the Sun, as cloud
was comparatively thin. All of them coverd their heads with old dirty handkerchiefs
and worked as hard that they did not converse with one another. At close attention, I
found one of them was Mr. Takeji. Long days of Spring make seemed not to be
exceptional He hit whom a plan to while away his tiane and smiled. Setting his life to
the toh hole of his kumade,he began to blow. He blew again and again. Shrill sounds
were heard through the valley. He continued with smiles, till the other man,setting
kumades asaide, began to listen. I also could not but smile. It was a seene of whith a
hoot might have continued short. I hope I do not forget the seen.
Translate by O.tominaga
(Nagatasan no tanbun wo eigo ni yakushite shimaimashita)
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