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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to critically analyze the effects of relative income on their reference group on life satisfaction
and class identification. This study uses 1985, 1995, 2005, and 2015 Social Stratification and social Mobility data.
The findings are as follows; 1) age, period, and cohort factors have a significant effect on life satisfaction and class
identification, 2) relative income has a positive effect on not only life satisfaction but also class identification even
though control socioeconomic factors and age, period, and cohort factors. Furthermore, the effect of relative income
is stronger on class identification than that of life satisfaction, 3) the effect of relative income is asymmetric, 4) the
effect of socioeconomic factors has been stronger on both life satisfaction and class identification. However, the size of
the effect is larger on class identification than life satisfaction. 5) the effect of relative income has changed according
to times. These findings suggest that not only absolute income but also relative income is an important determinant of
life satisfaction and class identification in Japan.
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s E b oodH 5 &) wige (F)I, 1999 5 wifk,
2011 5 £ A, 2015) %, BEEEGRIIBIEICHD 5
P& AL D 270 37, HEHLG 2 SEHINER T D lifiL
DA - RN ENIC X R 2T 5, R
BANDZALZROLDTH S L) Z LS
T3, BRCHERLERICBE T 2 #id i 25 &
LNTED, ZOROEINIIEL S, REREERIE
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APCHIR%#EZIET 208 3H ) CKEBALHH, 2016),
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Clark, Frijters, & Shields 2008 ; Goerke &
Pannenberg, 2015% &) t\wH e Ths. iz,
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5. FRFAKEIE GEICE W T HELE R o TS
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HEYILEE S N C DFE I AL 2 L ST, R
BRI E R I T 2 B Z o, NS
W EEANDOBEERICIEOWELZ 52220
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HEINWREEZER, APCHIR Z kidl L T b % BN
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R —R(h0ME) 0.001  0.000  0.087 = 0.000  0.000  0.075 #x=* 0.000  0.000  0.059 = 0.000  0.000  0.052 ==
2g 0.214  0.022  0.104 #==* 0201  0.022  0.097 == 0.199  0.021  0.096 *** 0.194  0.022  0.094 *==*
EN -0.317  0.029 -0.099 ***  -0.321  0.029 -0.101 ***  -0.288  0.029 -0.090 ***  -0.293  0.029 -0.092 ***
HEsE R -0.309  0.036 -0.076 ***  -0.305 0.036 -0.075**  -0.255 0.036 -0.063 ***  -0.260 0.036 -0.064 ***
WA -0.238  0.027 -0.091 ***  -0.195  0.029 -0.075**+*  -0.258  0.029 -0.099 ***  -0.289  0.031 -0.111 #*»=*
AR -0.149  0.020 -0.072 =+ -0.124  0.020 -0.060 ***  -0.164 0.021 -0.079 ***  -0.180  0.021 -0.087 =
w 0.054 0.028 0.018 * 0.050 0.028 0.017 * 0.048 0.028 0.016 * 0.049  0.028 0.017 *
B 0.042  0.031 0.013 0.036 0.031 0.011 0.034  0.031 0.010 0.035 0.031 0.011
TB -0.009  0.032 -0.003 -0.008  0.031 -0.002 -0.008  0.031 -0.002 -0.007  0.031 -0.002
=4 0.053  0.045 0.010 0.050  0.044 0.010 0.067 0.044 0.013 0.063  0.044 0.012
FEEM -0.065  0.040 -0.015 -0.105  0.040 -0.024 ** -0.090  0.040 -0.020 ** -0.094  0.040 -0.021 **
Fh— k -0.018  0.035 -0.005 -0.031  0.035 -0.009 -0.031  0.034 -0.009 -0.027  0.034 -0.008
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N 15259
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— 176 —



R 15 20 S e Tl 2 S U295

BRD BHIEY , AL IS DEBOLHR %
BAL TV EDBHE D E o, RS
D BIFE TN 2D0.1535>50.061 £ THA L, tHAF
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T DRI D I 2 MRGE L 72 7L 4 >
5, richer (n: 5827) - poorer (n: 8648) Z% &
AR ICHRERR 2RO 2 L yh o T,
7272 L, EEMERRE B D) 5, poorerd g
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19956

=71 EFN2 EFN3

=5 EFN2 EFN3

b SE B p b SE B p b SE B8

p b SE B p b SE B p b SE B p

HHUA  0.051 0.006 0.162 *** 0.040 0.010 0.126 ***

0.029 0.018 0.093

0.031 0.003 0.151*** 0.019 0.005 0.092*** 0.022 0.008 0.107 **

FEX TR 0.067 0.045 0.045 0.114 0.031 0.082 ***
richer 0.186 0.184 0.049 0.054 0.132 0.014
poorer -0.075 0.046 -0.040 -0.114 0.031 -0.068 ***
PRI HR? 0.066 0.067 0.066 0.063 0.066 0.065
BIC -207.941 -202.177 -194.559 136.477 131.405 139.510
N 3178 4141
200548 20154F
=701 EFN2 EFN3 Eovalid! EFN2 EFN3

b SE B p b SE B p b SE B

p b SE B p b SE B p b _SE B p

HEAICA  0.048 0.005 0.185 *** 0.017 0.007 0.067 **

0.023 0.012 0.088 **

0.042 0.004 0.174*** 0.022 0.006 0.092 *** 0.026 0.010 0.111**

FAXIT AT 0.220 0.034 0.160 *** 0.161 0.034 0.112 ***
richer 0.138 0.149 0.035 0.089 0.132 0.024
poorer -0.217 0.034 -0.133 *** -0.159 0.034 -0.090 ***
i R 0.090 0.100 0.100 0.090 0.094 0.094
BIC 335.05 300.382 308.255 -257.94 -271.743 -263.675
N 3618 4395
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#3 FEEREEROBEEN
ET M ETNV2 ETN3 ET V4
b SE 8 p b SE 8 » b SE 8 p b SE 8 p
(E£) 2.821  0.024 ok 3.524  0.048 ok 3.718  0.050 ok 3.717  0.053 ek
S G (o) 0.003  0.001  0.043 #*** 0.007  0.001  0.100 #=*=* 0.006  0.001  0.096 *** 0.006  0.001  0.096 **x*
ARl ZSR(ThME) 0.000  0.000  0.040 *** 0.000  0.000  0.041 #=*=* 0.000  0.000  0.022 ** 0.000  0.000  0.023 **
g 0.135  0.017  0.080 *** 0.148  0.017  0.087 #*x* 0.147  0.017  0.087 #*** 0.147  0.017  0.087 #x*x*
N -0.123  0.023  -0.047 *=+*  -0.113  0.023 -0.043 == -0.081  0.023 -0.031 ** -0.080  0.023 -0.031 **
HESER! -0.204  0.029 -0.061 ***  -0.195 0.029 -0.058 ***  -0.149  0.029 -0.044 ==+  -0.149  0.029 -0.044 ***
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FHX T A 0.181  0.014  0.15] **=
richer 0.176 ~ 0.051  0.055 **
poorer -0.181  0.014  -0.122 ***
iR AR 0.137 0.154 0.163 0.163
BIC -6855.129 -7122.648 -7278.827 -7269.248
Ffitl 145.689*** 140.894%*** 143.688*** 136.837%%*
O HEEFE(L R ok ok Hokk ook
N 14640
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# 4  MIIFTRAIRORRIINZ (RSl B0

19854

19954

EF V1 ET L ETN3

TV ET L ETN3

b SE B p b SE B p b SE B

p b SE B p b SE B p b SE B p

HALA  0.067 0.005 0.243 ***

0.063 0.008 0.228 *** 0.084 0.016 0.306 ***

0.038 0.003 0.236 *** 0.020 0.004 0.124 *** 0.015 0.006 0.093 **

AR T4 0.024 0.039 0.018

0.174 0.025 0.154 ***

richer -0.225 0.159 -0.068 0.279 0.102 0.091 **
poorer -0.008 0.041 -0.005 -0.174 0.025 -0.126 ***
PR HR? 0.088 0.088 0.088 0.126 0.137 0.137
BIC -1145.073 -1137.404 -1131.984 -1963.984 -2003.627 -1996.477
N 3139 4043
20054 20154
511 EF V2 EFN3 71 EF V2 T3

b SE B p b SE B p b SE B

p b SE B p b SE B p b SE B p

HEAFILA  0.058 0.004 0.280 *** 0.026 0.006 0.125*** 0.030 0.009 0.143 **

0.059 0.003 0.300 *** 0.035 0.004 0.178 *** 0.048 0.008 0.246 ***

FRR T 0.239 0.030 0.203 ***

0.195 0.026 0.167 ***

richer 0.182 0.120 0.058 -0.014 0.102 -0.005
poorer -0.238 0.031 -0.165 *** -0.191 0.026 -0.133 ***
PR HR? 0.175 0.191 0.191 0.194 0.205 0.205
BIC -1389.114 -1442.575 -1434.751 -2537.472 -2585.169 -2581.344
N 3179 4348
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