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The Relations of the Developmental Process in Class Groups with
High Educational Interactions and Teachers Guidance

Shigeo Kawamura (Waseda University)

This study revealed the process of reaching a state characterized by a high standard of education
in class groups. Further, it aimed to observe indicators when teachers administer classes. The results
indicated that there were four developmental stages in the class group: I—chaos/strain period,
II—small formation period, Ill—middle group-formation period, IV—self-government
group-formation period. When period IV was not seen after period III, it was named “the total group
formation period.” The characteristics of each stage became clear, but some groups showed a
stagnant pace of development. Therefore, it was not so difficult to distinguish it from the next stage.
The process is as follows: The students confirmed the image of the ideal class group with all the
members, and they understood the rules that each must obey and acted appropriately. At first, they
were established in a core group of students; after that, while working out the differences between
students who rebelled against the school, about 1/3 children of the class gradually followed it, and
about 2/3 children followed it more rapidly; overall, almost all students came to follow it.
Consequently, the characteristic state of class groups at each stage could be shown, and the
characteristic guidance of teachers was perceived in the development process of classes against the
background of stability of the present and developing next stages.

Key word : the developmental process in class groups , educational interactions, teacher

guidance, primary school children



