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Atmosphere in Classrooms and Elementary School Children’s
Motivation for Classes and Their Social Skills

Yuka Musashi( Morioka University ), Shigeo Kawamura ( Waseda University )

This study examined correlations between types of classroom Environments and children’s
motivation for class life, and their social skills. Elementary school classes were classified into the
following six types depending on their Environment: "conductive environment”, “regulated
environment”", "lenient environment", “stressful environment", "scattered environment", and
"disrupted environment". Correlations between class size and school year, as well as children’s
motivation for class life and their social skills were investigated. Participants were elementary
school children (N =9665; including, 4t graders = 3126, st graders = 3285, and 6" graders = 3254),
attending 73 public elementary schools. The results indicated no correlations between class type and
class size. Moreover, there were few classes with a conductive environment in the 4 grade, in
which classes often had a lenient, or a stressful environment. However, there were many classes
with a conductive environment in 6™ grade, whereas there were few classes with a lenient
environment. Furthermore, children’s motivation for class life was high in the following order:
conductive environment, lenient environment, stressful environment, regulated environment,
scattered environment, and disrupted environment. The above findings suggest that class

environments were related to children’s motivation for class life, as well as to their social skills.

Key word : classroom environment , elementary school children, motivation for class life,

social skill
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