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Satisfaction with School Life (SSL) of Pupils with Special Needs in the Standard Classroom:
Comparisons with SSL of Other Pupils

Shigeo Kawamura (Waseda University)

Yuka Musashi (Morioka University)

This article aimed to examine ways to ensure special needs education within the standard classroom of elementary schools
where classroom teachers organize life skills/academic learning of their pupils, through comparison of pupils with special
needs and other pupils in terms of their scores of Scale of School Adjustment. The survey was conducted in June — July
of 2013 at 6 public elementary schools, to 2,087 pupils (male: 1,054, female: 1,033) and 67 classroom teachers. Results
showed statistically significant difference of scores among pupils with special needs in terms of Satisfaction with School Life
(lower approvement scores and higher victimization scores) as well as School Morale Scale (lower scores for friendship
and academic motivation). Thus the results suggest school adjustment difficulties and motivation issues for pupils with
special needs. Moreover, results show that pupils with significant difficulties in the academic/daily life areas suffer most,
academically challenged pupils have academic motivation issues (though they have motivation for friendship), and pupils

with life skills issues struggle to build friendship among pupils.

Keywords : special needs education, elementary schools, Satisfaction with School Life, School Morale





