I7 27 KX FEEat5%] No. 38 (January 2020)

HHE DR EEHEREDERY
BREZEFINDER

e A fi =T

History of the Economic Partnership Agreement of Japan and
Japan’s Contributuion to the World Free Trade

Kenzo Fujisue

In recent years, a protective flow occurred in the world trade system. The United States imposed ad-
ditional tariff measures on the EU, Canada, Mexico and other countries, reviewed NAFTA (North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement) and then had sanctions including additional tariffs on China’s infringement
of intellectual property rights. China took countermeasures against the US, including additional tariffs.
In addition, negotiations between UK and EU are following in terms of Britain’s withdrawal from the EU
(Brexit), and difficulties in UK’s internal procedures. On the other hand, WTO does not function, and
each country has concluded its own FTAs (Free Trade Agreements), and international rules are becoming
absent. Under such circumstances, Japan should play a major role to maintain the world free trade sys-
tem.

In this paper, I would examine the future development of Japan's trade policy and FTA policy after
organizing the FTA movements that have progressed in the world and Japan. Japan should play a leading
role in “Promotion of Mega FTA" and “WTO Reform” to deter the spread of protectionist movements
and maintain the world free trade system.
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