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ABSTRACT

The Educational Reform Based on Strengths
and Characteristics of Each Region:
Discrepancies between the Reality of Students’ Learning and Preplanned
Educational Objects under the MIRYOKUKA Educational Reform,

“The Project for Attractiveness of Schools” in Japan

Yuichiro HIDA

This paper explains the ongoing educational reform in Japan called MIRYOKUKA; the project that
is run by national and each local government to make high schools more attractive by utilizing the
strengths and characteristics of each region. The paper analyzes the learning objects and effects of
the school by interviewing high-school students. The first part of the paper explains how the reform is
influenced by the result of four ongoing educational issues in Japan: The Ministry of Education’s recent
educational reform on a high school, the concept of “School as a Team”, a social movement against the
abolition of schools in depopulated areas, and increasing interests in school’s roles in the revitalization
of a region. In the latter part, this paper analyzes what and how students learn in different ways than
MIRYOKUKA educational reform aimed at first. By analyzing interview data of students by the method
of M-GTA, this research found that although the aims of education under MIRYOKUKA project is to
help students learn how to revitalize a region and acquire problem solving skills by using regional
resources, students also encourage their self-development as well as overcome the experience of past
failures in their early life. Moreover, they seem to enjoy the experience of flow (Csikszentmihalyi). The
result of the paper provides the insight that the ongoing educational reform should be carried out with

concerns on how the aims of education differ from the reality of students’ learning objects.

Key words: the project for attractiveness of schools, MIRYOKUKA, educational reform, high school,
M-GTA



